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ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC. 


THE Conductors of the Panorpiist and Misstonary Macazine 
are desirous, that this annual address should not degenerate into 
repetition or formality. For the principles by which our work is 
to be regulated, and the prominent designs which we wish to see 
accomplished, our readers are referred to our preceding addresses 
of this kind; and particularly to that which opened our last volume. 
The varying circumstances of the times will always make it neces- 
sary, however, to siate, at the commencement of each volume, some 
of the principal objects which will claim our attention. 

All persons who have taken an interest in periodical publications, 
and especially all editors and their assistants, must have perceived 
the extreme difficulty of conducting a work of this kind,in such a man+ 
ner as to sult the various tastes of men, who have received different 
educations, been engaged in different pursuits, and are accustomed 
to different habits of thinking, feeling, and acting. It is curious.to 


observe the discordant objections which have been confidently urged. 


against the ablest and best foreign Magazines. The same causes 
operate in this country, as in every other, to produce the same 
diversity of wishes and expectations. It is with reason, therefore, 
that we call upon the candor of our readers to make such allow- 
ances for what they would denominate minor defects, as will permit 
them to derive instruction and profit from those parts of our work 
which they entirely approve. We cannot but think that, with respect 
to the management of a religious Magazine, there are several points 
of agreement, in which all the friends of Christianity may cordially 
unite. Religious intelligence, for instance, embracing the most 
remarkable events which relate to the prosperity of the kingdom of 
Christ, must be pleasing to all who have the interests of this king- 
dom at heart. The same may be said of all that portion of matter 
which exhibits, in a manner generally intelligible, any of the great 
truths of the Gospel; which exemplifies and enforces the duties of 
charity and beneficence; and which, in short, tends to make men 
better members of families, of society, and of the Church on earth, 
and to prepare them for heaven. Admitting that a particular dis« 
cussion may be too learned for some, and not learned enough for 
others; that some pieces may be too long and others too short; and 
that a scrutinizing eye may discover ever so many cases of possible 
improvement; still, if the tendency of a work is salutary on the 
whole; if the work is free from radical errer, and productive ef 
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positive utility; has it not a fair claim to be ranked among laudable 
enterprises, and te receive the patronage of the wise and good? It 
is needless to say, that we have no hope of satisfying any man, who 
considers himself entitled to demand, that every article inserted in 
our pages shall be very interesting, entirely new, and exactly suited 
to his taste and prepossessions. Nor can we look with much con- 
fidence for the approbation of those, who, without any knowledge 
of the difficulties of our undertaking, and with very little acquaint- 
ance with the religious or literary state of the country, undertake 
| to condemn, in the most peremptory terms, every thing which does 

1] not correspond with their preconceived opinions. To the truly 

A candid and liberal we appeal; and by their deliberate judgment we 

wish our labors to be estimated. Ifthere are any who consider our 
past volumes as disseminating fundamentally erroneous views of 
religion or morality, or as violating the bonds of Christian charity, 
| we cannot expect or desire their support or co-operation, while they 
| remain of this opinion. Those, on the other hand, who regard our 

‘ exertions with a favorable eye, and do not hesitate to pronounce 

our work a useful auxiliary to the cause of truth and virtue, will 

i see the propriety of affording us all the,countenance and patronage 

| in their power. 

{ We are not ignorant, that a very large, and, on account of their 

piety, a very worthy class of our readers, would wish that no article, 

, which has any pretensions to learning, should ever be admitted 

" into a Magazine designed for general improvement. But are these 

I persons aware of the serious evils which would result from keeping 

i every department of sucha publication down to the level of their stand- 

| ¢ ard? Is it not as much as they can reasonably ask, if the great majority 

of pieces are calculated to be useful to all persons who will read 

44 them seriously, and if no paper is admitted which is not capable of 

ii} affording valuable knowledge to a plain English reader, of enlarged 

views, even though he should not understand every allusion, or feel 

| the torce of every argument? Will it not satisfy those whom we are 

i addressing to be told, that men, in whose opinions they would repose 

great conflence, were it proper to name them; men who have the 

interests of religion as much at heart as any of their brethren; men 
who are thoroughly acquainted with the wants and the dangers of 
our country, have repeatedly and earnestly assured us, that our 

work cannot be what New England demands, unless it aspires to a 

respectable literary character’ 

; Let us not, however, be misunderstood. We wish the body of 
our work to be composed of plain appeals to the understanding, the 
conscience, and the heart, on the great concerns of the soul; of 
the dictates of good sense, under the direction of piety, applied to 
such subjects as schools, charitable institutions, and all the benevo- 

lent efforts which adorn and elevate the human character; -of such 

: literary notices as will be likely to promote religious and other 

useful reading; and of such a compilation of religious intelligence 

as will gladden the hearts, and animate the prayers, of all who /ové 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
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We shall be excused for describing several important objects 
-with more particularity. 

One of the greatest of these is that regard to Missions, both for- 
eign and domestic, which the state of the world requires. Many of 
our countrymen have been honorably distinguished by their perse- 
vering attachment to the Missionary cause. For this attachment, 
and all the sacrifices which it has occasioned, they have received, 
and are receiving, an abundant reward in the prayers and gratitude 
of multitudes in our new settlements, who have been saved from 
falling into heathenism, by this exertion of benevolence. But this 
attachment is, we hope, to be greatly increased and extended among 
us. It is time, that arguments should be pressed upon every mem- 
ber of the religious community, calculated to prove, that Missions 
at home and abroad have been greatly useful; that the experiment 
has been so abundantly made as to warrant great confidence of suc- 
cess; that the time has arriyed for prosecuting this business with 
more zéal, more extensive means, and more assurance than ever; 
that New England is well situated, and in every respect able, to 
take a vigorous part in this labor of love; that when this duty is 
known, it cannot be neglected without great criminahty; and that 
the salvation of millions of souls, and the approach of the Milien- 
nium, may be in a great measure dependent on the course pursued 
by the present generation. 

The attention of the Christian public requires, also, to be steadily 
fixed on the subject of educating and supporting a learned and a pious 
Clergy. It needs very little discernment to see how intimately the 
sood of society, and the salvation of souls, are connected with the 
respectability, worth, and piety of this class of men. But it needs 
much foresight and wisdom, as well as disinterestedness, to provide 
for the present wants of the American churches; and more still, to 
meet their future demands. We shail consider ourselveés as highly 
honored, if our pages can in any measure add to the stability, the 
public estimation, and the usefulness of the clerical profession; a 
profession on which the best hopes of the Rountry and the Church 
depend. 

The portion allotted to Reviews will not admit of any thing more 
than a very small number of articles, which will be selected, accord- 
ing to our best judgment, with reference to the peculiar circum- 
stances of the present times, and the state of literature and religion 
in this country. Those who are acquainted with the subject need 
not be informed, that the style and character of Reviews, in Great 
‘Britain, have experienced an entire alteration within a few years. 
These works are now incomparably more elaborate and profound 
than they were formerly. A large number gfthe most learned and 
able men in the community are devoted to them, and receive a 
regular stipend for their labors. The whole literary world takes a 


deep interest in their decisions. Hence, the writers have not un-’ 


frequently deserted their proper employment; and, instead of con- 
‘ining themselves to an account of the author’s book, they seem 
much inclined te write a book of their own on the same subjecy 
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Such a mode of reviewing, though very agreeable te persons of 
much Icisure for reading, cannot be adopted with success among 
us, till a much larger number of persons, than we can at present 
reckon upon, shall have made considerable proficiency in science 
and literature. The most that the American public can now expect, 
in the department of reviews, is such an account of books as a man 
of good sense, an improved mind, and real candor, (though of no 
Vast pretensions to learning,) may be able to give. We shall make 
it our particular study, that no author shall have just reason to 
complain of a want of fairness, in any strictures which it may become 
our duty to lay before the public. 

The portentous events which are continually taking place in the 
political and moral world may justly excite, to a high pitch of anx- 
ety, the mind of every well informed Christian. Great punish- 
ments are inflicted upon the Antichristian world: may we not hope 
they will soon be succeeded by great and unexampled blessings? 
While every benevolent man feels decpiy for the miseries of his 
fellow creatures in all parts of the world, he must still experience 
peculiar alarm when the interests of truth and piety, in his own 
country, are endangered. Not to mention, in this place, the errors 
prevalent among professed Christians, there are at present in ope- 
ration, in some parts of New England, two powerful causes of 
Infidelity. The first is that loose, undistinguishing, frigid kind of 
preaching, which neither alarms the conscience, nor touches the 
heart; which does not make men feel that they are sinners, that 
there is need of salvation, nor, in short, that there is a Savior; which 
encourages in mena high sense of their own dignity and impor- 
tance; and which expends its whole stock of zeal in opposing all 
that the Christian world has heretofore considered as the essence 
of religion and the groundwork of aholy life. ‘The other cause to 
which we refer, is the progress of ignorant and unauthorized secta- 
rian teachers, who, under various names, are troubling our new 
settlements; who agree only in making incessant war upon the or- 
der of the churches, the support of regular ministers, and the in- 
stitution of the Sabbath; and who are leading their adherents a short 
circuit, through different and incoherent errors, into open irreligion. 
At such a time, the difficulty of writing in sucha manner as to be 
equally free from asperity and unkindness, on the one hand, and 
from giving place to pernicious, though popular, false doctrines, 
on the. other, is greatly increased. 

We have not been favored with so many accounts of Revivals 
of religion, as we could have wished to receive. This deficiency 
has been unavoidable on our part; but will, we hope, be supplied 

icreafter. 

‘Lo our Correspondents we again return our thanks; especially 
to the writer of the Lectures on the Evidences of Divine Revelation. 
We are happy to announce that his favors will be continued. We 

surncetly invite the friends of literature and religion to afford us such 
assistance, as the plan of our work requires. While we do this, and 
ssure our friends, that every attempt to serve us W ill be received 
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with gratitude, it must still be explicitly understood, that every 
communication is to be so disposed of by us, as shall be deemed 
most conducive to the purposes which we have in view. We are 
certainly as much interested, in the accomplishment of our profes- 


sed designs, as any other persons can be; it is reasonable, therefore, 


that we should decide, as to the admission or rejection of every pa- 
per, according to our deliberate judgment. We imitate the Con- 
ductors of the Christian Observer in desiring our correspondents 
not to afford their aid at’all, unless they can cheerfully submit to 
have their contributions inserted, or not, as we shall judge advisable. 
We cannot permit ourselves, while deliberating on the admission 
of a piece, to feel, that we are in danger of losing the friendship of 
the writer. Itis hardly necessary to mention, howeyer, that when 
the first paper of a series is published, the succeeding parts will be 
inserted, of course, if written in the same style and spirit. 

We trust our readers have never found us profuse in magnificent 
promises. The occasion requires, that we should give assurances 
of unremitted attention to our work, and that the best talents and 
services, which we can command, will not be wanting to render jt 
worthy of extensive patronage. 4 








RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


LECTURES ON THE EVIDENCES OF DIVINE REVELATION. 


(No. VIIL concluded from p. 446, Vol. III.) 


\II. Tue Trial of our first par- trial. If the Omniscience cf 


ents next claims our attention.. 


Gen. lil. 9. 

On this partof the subject it will 
not be necessary to dwell. Two 
remarks will include whatever 
merits a particular attention. 

1. God was pleased to bring 
our first parents to an ofien and 
formal irial. His Omniscience 
perfectly discerned the  trans- 
eression, and knew the guilt of 
the transgressors. Still he did 
not think it proper to condemn 
them unheard. He summoned 
them before him,and gave them an 
opportunity to answer for them- 
selves. In this conduct he act- 
ed as an example to all human 
tribunals; and taught the proper 
process,to be used in every future 


God would not prejudge, if his 
Justice would not condemn, his 
creatures unheard; with what 
face, or decency, can men, pos- 
sessed of the greatest knowledge 
of the circumstances, and crimes 
of prisoners, judge without a tri- 
al; or condemn without giving 


the accused an opportunity of 


making their defence? 

2. Adam and Eve, in this trial, 
as their posterity have ever since 
done, labored toexculpate them- 
selves, as far as possible, by cas¢- 
ing the blame on others. Eve ac- 
cused the serpent; Adam accused 
Eve. Both, however, were 
compelled by conscience to ac- 
knowledge their own transgres- 
sions. Zhe Serpent beguiled me, 





iad b 








' 
: 
5 





6 The Senience upon our #irst Parenis. Sune, 


and Idid eat. The woman gave 
tome of the tree, and I did eat. 
This exactly accords with our 
present nature; and clothes the 
narrative with the highest veri- 
similitude. Probably no child of 
Adam was ever convicted of a 
fault, who did not lay a part, at 
least, of the blame on another. 

IV. The Sentence of condem- 
nation next presents itself. 

This naturally divides - itself 
into three parts. 

t. The sentence, pronounced 
on the Serpent. This requires 
a two fold consideration. 

First: Of the sentence, pro- 
nounced on the Instrument. 

This is contained in the literal 
expression of the following pas- 
sage, Gen. lil. 14, 15. 

Because thou hast done this, 
thou art cursed above ali cattle, 
and above every beast of the field: 
ufron thy belly thou shalt go, and 
dust shalt thou eat, all the days 
of thy life. And I will put en- 
mity between thee and ithe woman, 
and between thy seed and her 
aced: It shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

In these declarations are cong 
tained the following things. 

1. A general sentence of hu- 
miliation. 

2. These particular and pecul- 
sar circumstances of humiliation; 
that the serpent should hence- 
forth creep upon the ground; 
and that he should eat dust. 

5S. A prediction of perpetual 
enmity between the serpent and 
his offspring, and the woman and 
her offspring: 

4. A prediction of the effects 
of that enmity; that the Serpent 
and his seed should bruise, or 
wound the heel of Man; and that 
Man should bruise, or wound, 
the head of the Serpent. 





Of these predictions the daily 
experience of mankind affords a 
striking fulfilment. The hum- 
bled, and grovelling, state of the 
serpent is daily evident: a state 
exceedingly humbled and _ grov- 
elling, if his former situation was 
in fact superior to that of other 
animals; especially if, as has been 
supposed by multitudes; he was 
a Saraph, a fiery, flying serpent; 
and more subtle than any other 
animal. 

The enmity between man and 
the serpent is a singular and 
striking fact, for which no ac- 
count has ever been given; nor, 
it is presumed, can any be given, 
beside what is found in this nar- 
ration. The sight of a serpent 
has always filled man with re- 
sentment, and terror. ‘This can- 
not arise from the apprehension 
of danger merely; because the 
effect is produced as really, and 
as greatly, by such serpents, as 
are known to be perfectly harm- 
less, as by those, which are most 
noxious. All persons are in- 
stinctively, and eagerly, prompt- 
ed to destroy them; and usually 
accomplish the destruction by 
bruising, or crushing, their 
heads. It cannot proceed from 
their ugliness. of form or color. 
The form is beautiful; and the 
colours are often splendid, and 
attractive. Far uglier animals 
are regarded with very different, 
and much less unfriendly emo- 
tions. 

At the same time, the serpent 
appears plainly to entertain the 
same enmity to Mankind. At 
the sight of man he usually flies, 
as if conscious of an enemy. If, 
at any time, he exercises a bolder 
spirit, or finds his retreat cut off, 
he attacks the heel of his enemy, 
and often wounds him danger- 
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ously, and sometimes fatally. 
This enmity has existed from 
the beginning; and has always 
existed in the same manner, and 
produced the same effects. 

Secondly: Of the sentence pro- 
nounced on the Agent. 

That the Evil Spirit, mention- 
ed in the preceding lecture, was 
really concerned in the tempta- 
tion, no person, who admits the 
Revelation of the Scriptures, has, 
so far as I know, at all doubted.* 
There can be as little doubt, that 
the sentence, pronounced on the 
serpent, primarily respected him, 
who used the serpent, as an in- 
strument of his malice and de- 
seit, and who, from this transac- 
tion, was called the Old Serpent, 
i. e. the first serpent, known to 
mankind. This was the stand- 
ing opinion of the Jewish church; 
and is evidenced abundantly by 
the writers of that nation. Christ 
has, to every Christian, decided 
this point beyond a question. 
He is a liar, and the father of it. 
That is, the first har, and the in- 
troducer of lying into the Uni- 
verse. He wasa murderer from 
the beginning: i. e. he committed 


* The sentence, pronounced on the 
Serpent, is addressed to the Serpent by 
the judge. The being really address- 
ed, therefore,was supposed by Moses 
to be one who could understand the 
threatenings, which it contained; or, 
in other words, to be intelligent, and 
not a mere brute. But no other intel- 
ligent being is known to mankind, 
who could deserve this name, beside 
him, to whom the subsequent books 
of the Bible have applied it. No 
other could have originated the 
temptation: no other have merited 
the punishment, It must be admit- 
ted, therefore, that the Bible, if it has 
not spoken truth, has yet preserved 
exact consistency. In the whole ac- 
count, which it has given, the pre- 
diction has been completely fulfilled. 
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the first murder in the beginning 
of the world; the murder of the 
first parents of Mankind, and of 
their posterity, by means of them. 

The sentence, therefore, res- 
pects the serpent, according te 
its real meaning, secondarily, as 
the instrument, and Satan, pri- 
marily, as the Agent. Of the 
accomplishment of this part of 
the sentence we have no 
knowledge, but by the Gospel; 
nor could any other knowledge 
be rationally expected. Its ac- 
complishment is a part of the 
government of God, carried on 
by means wholly extraordinary, 
and to be known only by Revela- 
tion. Inthe Gospel a full and 
complete accomplishment of it 
is unfolded. There an entire 
humiliation appears to be the lot 
of this evil being. All his de- 
signs are there defeated, and his 
kingdom is irremediably destroy- 
ed, by one, who, in a sense appli- 
cable to no other being, was the 
Seed of the Woman. At the 
same time, this Seed was bruis- 
ed, or wounded, by this adversa- 
ry; bruised in the heel; in his in- 
ferior part; his corruptible body. 
The exactness, and the com- 
pleteness, of the fulfilment of the 
sentence as here exhibited, can- 
not be questioned. I do not 
mean to assume the story as a 
revealed one, and thus to beg 
the question in debate; but to 
consider it as one most wonder- 
ful exemplification of scriptural 
consistency, and one which may, 
therefore, be confidently advanc- 
ed, as exhibiting strong support 
to the truth of the original ac- 
count of the apostasy. 

2. The sentence pronounced 
on the Woman. 

This chiefly consists of fhe 
twe following parts: 
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First: Zhe distress which she 
was to exfierience in child bear 
ing. 

Secondly: Her submission to 
her husband, | 

With regard to the first of 
these facts there can be no 
doubt: viz. that woman is dis- 
tinguished from all _ inferior 
creatures by peculiar distresses 
in bearing her offspring. Fears, 
sickness, pains, and death, in a 


‘manner and degree, wholly pe- 


culiar, are the lot of Woman in 
this respect; and this I take to be 
the tenor of the sentence. Not, 
that she was to be distressed 
merely; but to be peculiarly dis- 
tressed. This has been the 
standing fact; as was observed 
by Aristotle in his book on ani- 
mals, near 3,000 years ago, and 


as had been every where observ- 


ed long before. 

Of the subjection of Woman to 
Man there is equal certainty, 
and an equal uniformity. Among 
savage nations, this subjection is 
remarkable. Women, in such 
nations, have been degraded to 
the state of mere animals, and 
employed as mere instruments 
ef drudgery, or sensual pleasure. 

In some such nations this de- 
gradation has been so great, that 
women have Jaid violent hands 
on themselves,and become the in- 
struments of death to their female 
children. In others, and some 
of them considerably enlight- 
ened,to bear female children has 
been viewed as highly disgrace- 
ful; and to sucha degree, as to 
tempt the mother, who has borne 
several such children, to lay vio- 
lent hands on some of them. When 
we consider howgreat a part of the 
human race have always been sav- 
aces; and how great among these 
people has been female humilia- 
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tion, subjection, and distress; 
neither the reality, nor the ex- 
tent, of this part of the curse can 
be denied, or doubted. It is no 
small glory to the Gospel, and no 
small part of its beneficent influ- 
ence on mankind, that it has so 
extensively and effectually raised 
the condition of the female sex, 
and so greatly meliorated the lot 
of one half of the race of Adam: 
proving here, as elsewhere, a 
direct remedy for the evils of 
the apostasy. 

38. The sentence pronounced 
on the Man. 

This may be considered as it 
respected 

First: The Earth in general; 

Secondly: The Man personally. 

First: The earth was cursed 
with sterility. Before, it had 
brought forth all good things, 
and those very good, spontane- 
ously. Now it yielded nothing 
for food, or for clothing, but in 
answer to the unremitted calls 
of labor. 

Again: Jts products were 
greatly defireciated in their kind, 
and their value. Where fruits 
of life and beauty grew before, 
thorns and thistles now became 
the spontaneous productions. 
Poisonous and pernicious vege- 
tables now took the place of fra- 
grance, health, and pleasure: be- 
ing either created anew for a 
ruined world; or, what is perhaps 
more probable, being multiplied 
greatly in a soil, now congenial 
to their growth, and refusing a 
nobler vegetation. 

Secondly: Man was doomed, 

1. To labor aiways, and se- 
verely, in such a world. In the 
sweat of his brow, only, was he 
to eat bread. 

2. He was to be the constant 
subject of affliction and sorrow 
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throughout his life. Jn sorrow 
shalt thou eat of it all the days of 
thy life. 

3. He was condemned to eat 
the herb of the field. 

This was a mighty change 
from that life-giving food, allotted 
to him in his primitive state. 

4. He was sentenced accord- 
ing to the express language of 
the daw, under which he was 
originally filaced, to die, and re- 
turn to the dust, from which he 
was taken. 

Of the real, and original, ex- 
istence of every part of this sen- 
tence all human experience has 
been an unvarying proof. The 
labor, to which Man was doomed; 
the sorrow, extending through 
life; the debased and ineffectual 
food; the death; and the return 
to the dust; have been the unl- 
form lot of all men. It is to be 
remembered, that these have 
been the lot, appointed by God, 
and accomplished according to 
his decree, whether we suppose 
the decree to’ have been audibly 
pronounced, as Moses declares,or 
not. An uniform course of things 
is clearly an execution of a de- 
termination of God. This course 
of things, therefore, being an 
exact fulfilment of the decree, 
here recorded by Moses, stands 
as a strong and affecting proof 
of the veracity of the record; and 
gives a reason, which cannot be 
unswered, for believing the his- 
tory under consideration. Death 
and sorrow are not the natural, 
and original, parts of a Divine 
creation, or government. They 
are not such ia the eye of reason, 
nor of religion. On the contrary, 
they are plainiy things most op- 
posite to the whole nature of 
such a government; and cannot 
rationally be suppesed to have 
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taken place, but in consequence 
of some disturbance of original 
rectitude, and harmony, on the 
part of the creature. <A perfect 
Judge cannot originally inflict 
death, or sorrow, but as a pun- 
ishment; and he caimmot punish 
any thing, but transgression. A 
disturbance of the order of God’s 
kingdom by Man, of the nature 
of transgression or sin, must, 
therefore, have given birth to 
death and sorrow: and such is 
the account oi the historian. 

By these interesting facts 
thinking men, of all nations, have 
been so greatly affected, as read- 
ily to accord with the substance 
of this melancholy history. The 
religions, laws, writings, and con- 
versation, cf men have been 
wholly built on the apostasy of 
Man. Religion has attempted 
to expiate sin; laws to bridle it; 
writings have been chicily em- 
ployed in describing its effects; 
and the conversation of all men 
in ascribing it to all. 

Nor have mankind merely ac- 
knowledged themselves to have 
apostatized; but they have also 
considered themselves as the 
heirs of such apostasy. Either 
tradition, Or common sense, or 
both, have established this opin- 
lon among many nations. 

The following testimonies, a- 
mong many others, may be ad- 
duced in support of these asser- 
tions; and may be properly pre- 
faced by observing, what 1 have 
already shewn, that the ancients 
generally adopted the beitef, that 
ihe Original state of Man was a 
state of innocence and virtue, as 
well as of happiness. 

1. Plato, im his Timaus Le- 
crus, says; “The cause of sin is 
from our first parents rather than 


. ie wb on <> 
trom ourselves: se that we® eve 


.. 





Lu Lhe Sentence ufion our First Parents, 


relinquish those actions, which 
iead us to follow those primitive 
blemishes of our first parents.” 

2. In his book de Legibus, he 
says; “Inborn corruption is self 
love,” ov selfishness. 

3. In his Gorgias, p..495, he 
says; “I have heard from the 
wise men, that we are now dead; 
and that the body is but—our 
sepulchre.” 

-4,. Platoalso says our present 
knowledge is YUXTEQIVY Yeo. 

5. Socrates says; “Human 
nature is corrupted, and has 
nznoy EuDutoy”? evil implanted. 
‘Men are all enveloped in native 
blindness. Virtue is not teach- 
able, nor acauirable by nature, or 
art; but the product, or effect of 
inspiration, or communication 
from God; and all true knowl- 
edge comes by communication 
from God.” 

6. Pythagoras declared, that 
sin was a moral death. 

7. Grotius asserts, that ancient 
philosophers generally acknowl- 
edged, that 7t was connatural to 
Man to sin. 

8. The Brahmins hold, and 
have ever held, the doctrine of 
original sin; and that man is 
a fallen creature. Maur. Antiq. 
Hind. 

9. The Asiatic nations, through- 
out all antiquity, held the same 
doctrine. 

10. The ancient poet, Pruden- 
tius, describes a sacrifice, per- 
formed by the priests of Cybele, 
called Zaurodbolium, and a sacri- 
jice of Regeneration, as were 
several others. Cybele was 
worshipped throughout a great 
part of western Asia, through- 
cut Greece, and Italy. This 
sucrifice is also called the Baj- 
then: of blood; and was supposed 
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to renew the worshippers, and 
cleanse them from their original 
defilement. 

11. The Brahmins hold, also, 
and have from the remotest an- 
tiquity held, that the earth is 
changed from is original per- 
fection, is grossly contaminated, 
and dreadfully defiled. So far 
do they carry this opinion, that 
some of them raise themselves, 
in one way and another, from the 
ground, and live in this situation 
that they may not touch so de- 
filed an object. 

12. The subtilty of the ser- 
pent has been remarked by ma- 
ny writers of different nations. 
Pliny, Piutarch, and various 
others, may be mentioned as in- 
stances. Among ourselves “as 
cunning, as subtle, as a ser- 
pent,” is proverbial. 

13. The worship of serpents 
has been extended through the 
whole heathen world. 

The Hindoos, Persians, Baby- 
lonians, Egyptians, Chinese, peo- 
ple of Guinea, Greeks, Romans, 
and other Italians, Samogitians, 
Lithuanians, and many other na- 
tions, are known to have wor- 
shipped serpents. Several par- 
ticulars, rclative to this worship, 
deserve to be mentioned. 

Apollo Python, or Pythius was 
one of the Greek Gods. 

Maximus Tyrius, a Platonic 
philosopher of the Alexandrian 
school, Justin Martyr, and Juli- 
us Firmicus, declare a serpent 
to have been the common sym- 
bol of the Deity among the an- 
cient heathen. 

Joseph Acosta, Martin, and 
Bosman, declare the serpent to 
be the common Deity of the 
modern heathen. ‘ 

A snake was pourtrayed around 
the trifos of the SybillaErythrea, 
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Serpents had sacrifices offer- 
ed to them, in the worship of 
Bacchus; at which Euan, or Evan, 
was either a name given to the 
God, as Lucretius supposes, or 
rather a solemn and mysterious 
exclamation referring,as Clemens 
Alexandrinus judges, to Eve. 

In the Eleusinian mysteries 
one of the religious rites was, to 
cry Eua!, or Eva! and, at the 
same time, or immediately after, 
to produce a serpent, as part of 
the religious ceremony. 

The Caduceus of Mercury was 
wreathed with a serpent. 

Jupiter was often supposed to 
have assumed, frequently, the 
_form of a serpent. 

Genii, or Gods Guardians,were 
painted under this form. 

The appearance of a serpent, 
(as to Eneas, in the instance re- 
corded by Virgil,) was, among the 
Romans, esteemed a prosperous 
omen. 

A serpent was always ove, in 
the Egyptian Representation of 
their Triad. 

In the Province of Cashmire, 
on the river Indus, seven Aun- 
dred filaces were set apart for 
serpent worship; while yet few 
venomous animals, of any kind, 
were natives of the country. 

On all these facts and many 
others of a like nature, it may 
be observed, that there is no 
method of accounting for the 
worship, of which they are speci- 
mens, unless we derive it from 
the very story, which we are con- 
sidering. Among many of man- 
kind, the great question, con- 
cerning the introduction of mor- 
al evil, has been solved by attri- 
buting it to an evil deity. A tra- 
dition concerning the true state 
of the fact naturally descended to 
the progen:tors of most ancient 


nations. This tradition, in the 
end, became, like others, con- 
fused and unintelligible. Some 
of the capital facts were retained 
in story; others were lost. That 
the serpent in his true character 
should be perfectly remember- 
ed, we can hardly suppose; but 
that confused ideas of this ani- 
mal, as the agent in the mischief 
referred to, would fora long time 
remain, we cannot but believe. 
The Evil Being, from his effica- 
cious Injuries to mankind, would 
naturally be dreaded, and appeas- 
ed. A kind ef Godhead would 
by idolators be attributed to him; 


and his original, visible form of 


a serpent would be that, under 
which, when images of gods be- 
gan to be used, he would be first 
worshipped. Thus, I presume, 
serpent worship commenced. 
Otherwise it is without expla- 
nation. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN 
PRINCETON. 


4 Narrative of the late Revival of Re- 
ligion in Princeton, Worcester County, 


( Mass.) in a Letter tothe Editor of 


the Panoplist and Miss. Magazine. 


Tue town of Princeton, sinee its in- 
corporation, A. D. 1759, has been 
nearly one half the time destitute of 
a settled minister. My predecessors, 
Rev. Timothy Fuller, Thomas Crafis, 
and Joseph Russell, were, after a few 
years’ labor, successively dismissed. 
They were, however, so far as I can 
learn,evangelical preachers, and fuiih- 
ful in their ministry. The church wag 
organized, A.D. 1764, upon truly Con- 
g¢regational principles. When I first 
came to Princeton, in the fall of 1801, 
it consisted of about 100 members. 
There had never been any general 
revival of religion in the town, nor 
indeed in any of the towns adjncent. 
The people were distinguished for 
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their industry, their probity, their 
unanimity, and their good husbandry; 
but vital piety was in a languishing 
state. Soon after my ordination, 
which was in- June, 1802, we 
opened conference meetings, and con- 
trnued them two or three years; but 
without any sensible effect. The 
people were too much engrossed with 
their worldly concerns to find time, 
or inclination, for religious meeting's 
on week days. At length the mecet- 
ings were dropped for want of en- 
couragement. The cause of religion 
declined; the church diminished in 
numbers by removals and by deaths; 
and though the form of godliness was 
in some measure preserved, it was 
too evident there was but little of its 
power. 

The Lord, however, had a number 
of praying people left: and in the au- 
tumn of 1808, a few of us agreed to 
set up a weekly prayer meeting, for 
the express purpose of imploring a 
blessing on ourselves, and on the 
people among whom we lived. Sev. 
eral of our first meetings were spent 
almost wholly in prayer and singing: 
and if ever we had the spirit of prayer, 
it seemed we had it then. From 
this small beginning, I think we may 
date the commencement of that pre- 
cious season of refreshing, which we 
have since enjoyed. As we kept open 
doors at these mectings, others, both 
in the church and out of it, began 
early to attend with us; and, as our 
numbers increased, we gradually in- 
troduced religious conversation; but, 
our great object was to intreat the 
lord to pour out his Spirit upon us. 
‘Shus, tn the course of the winter, 
our prayer meetings assumed also the 
character of conferences.  Durin 
the spring and summer of 1509 the 
meetings were attended by consider- 
able numbers; sometimes as many as 
60 or 70; and often were quite inter- 
csting and solemn. Our public as- 
sembhes onthe Sabbath, also, began 
early in the spring to wear a more 
solemn attentive aspect; which be- 
came more and more noticeable as 
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erts of a considerable number 
In the month of Aueust. the Lord 


snieased to pour out bis Spirit in 
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an extraordinary manner upon the 
inhabitants of Holden, the town next 
south of us. The glad tidings soon 
reached us. The novelty of the 
thing excited the attention of the 
thoughtless; and it became a common 
topic of conversation. The prayerful 
among us were much encouraged, 

and became more importunate at the 
throne of grace. Soon after, several 
of those, who had been under con- 
cealed anxiety for their souls, made 
known their feelings to particular 
friends, and the information speedily 
circulated that the Lord had begun 
to work among us also. In Septem- 
ber and October, the approaches of 
the day of God’s power became still 
more evident. Our conferences were 
more crowded, and more interesting; 
and our public assemblies appeared 
unusually attentive to the word 
preached. About this time, I began 
to visit such as appeared unusually 
thoughtful at their own houses; and 
was pleased to find a large number 
ready to lay open the state of their 
minds, and eager to hear conversation 
upon experimental religion. During 
several weeks I spent almost my whole 
time in making these private visits. In 
November and December rew instan- 
ces of conviction became frequent; our 
conferences were much crowded, and 
were held twice ina week. It might 
now be said, The Lord is among us in 
very deed. The great concerns of the 
soul were almost the only subject of 
conversation in almost all circles 

Some were rejoicing in the happy 
prospect before us; others gazed 
with silent astonishment: the coun- 
tenances of some bore marks of deep 
anguish and anxiety of heart: and 
those of others seemed to say, what 
can these things mean? 

In January, 1510, one person was 
admitted into the church—thie first 
for more than two years. But the 
prospect was, that a harvest was soon 
to be gathered; for the fields were 
evidently whzte already to harvest. 
This month and the next following 
were the most fruitful in convictions, 
as well as in hopeful conversions. 
The kingdom of heaven new suffered 
violence, and the violent took it by force. 
Such eagerness to be instructed out 
of the Scriptures, and to hear 
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and learn something, which might 
make them wise unto. salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus, scarce- 
ly any of us had ever before wituess- 
ed, Our conferences were now mul- 
tiplied to four in a week, two in the 
centre, and two in the opposite ex- 
treme parts ofthe town. Often more 
than 200 persons were present: and, 
1 suppose, not less than 600, or 700 
individuals were either constant or 
occasional attendants; and the greater 
part appeared to attend from a desire 
tu be instructed. 

The first Sabbath in March, 1810, 
nineteen were received into the 
church, which was as many as has been 
received during the ten preceding 
years. The revival still went on, 
though with some abatement, till 
about the middie of March, when the 
measles made thew appearance, and 
were propagated from our conferences 
suddenly through the town. Great 
numbers were confined, and among 
them myself. Many were obliged to 
attend the sick, and others were 
afraid to go abroad on account of the 
contagious disease. Our conferences 
of course soon dwindled almost to 
nothing; and public worship was ne- 
cessarily intermitted for one or two 
Sabbaths during my confinement, and 
afterwards thinly attended for a long 
time. The enemy seized this oppor- 
tunity to strengthen his crumbiing 
empire. Opposition to the work, and 
to the doctrines of grace, which had 
begun to shew itself in February, 
now became bold ana violent, Some 
who had been seriously impressed, 
having lost their impressions, now set 
themselves against us, and seemed to 
be living commentaries on the para- 
bie, Matt. xii, 43—45, And the last 
state of that man is worse than the first. 
Slander, and gross misrepresentation, 
with violent assaults upon private 
character, and the most vigorous ef- 
forts to divide, and to sow discord, 
were used. But the authors happily 
overacted, and thus only sunk them- 
selves into contempt among all the 
candid and discerning. Thus the 
Lord graciously preserved us through 
the storm without any efforts of our 
own; and continued to carry on his 
own work in the face of opposition. 
but the Holy Spirit was gradually 


withdrawing from us. New instances 
of conviction and hopeful conversion 
became less and less frequent during 
several succeeding months. An un- 
usnal seriousness, however, has re- 
mained upon the mass of the people to 
the present time: and, though hopc- 
tul conversions have not been numer- 
ous of late, yet we hope the Lord 
has many chosen ones, whom he has 
not yet brought home. 

Though we have had no extraordi- 
nary conversions, the general charac- 
teristics of the revival have been such 
as Must give pleasure to every pious 
anind. We have seen no irregularities, 
no intemperate zeal, no disgusting 
forwardness, and no appearances of 
fanaticism or superstition; unless the 
exercises of saints as exhibited in 
the Scriptures deserve such epithets. 
There have been no instances of great 
bodily affection, and no pretensions 
to visions and revelations. The sub- 
jects of the work have in general had 
deep and rational convictions of sin, 
and of their just desert of endless 
misery. They have felt that they 
could not answer for one of a thousand; 
and have realized it to be a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. They have been sensible that 
they were carnal!, sold under sin; that 
their minds were enmity against God; 
and that al/their righteousnesses were but 
filthy rags. These views and feelings 
have resulted from a close attention 
to the Scriptures, and a careful exam- 
ination of their own exercises and 
conduct. Generally their convictions 
were slight at first, and afterwards 
grew stronger and stronger, as they 
investigated the Scriptures, and be- 
came better acquainted with them- 
selves. No one, that I recollect, has 
experienced a sudden conversioen like 
that of Paul, or like those of the 3,000 
on the day of Pentecost. Rather like 
the Bereans, they have searched the 
Scriptures daily, whether these things 
were so; and alter obtaining full satis- 
faction that they were altogether sin- 
ful, and exposed to endless misery, 
they have been for sometime in great 
distress, before they could find joy and 
peace in believing. The way of salva. 
tion has opened tothem gradually, con:- 
mencing with a sudden, and to them 
surprising, change in their feelings 
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and views. Their j joys after conver- 
sion have usually commenced in a 
kind of tranquillity of soul, accompan- 
ied with admiring and adoring views 
ofthe Divine character and govern- 
ment, and have continued rather in- 
creasing for days and weeks, but 
without ever r ising toecstasy. They 
have been exceedingly fearful of mis- 
taking conviction for repentance, and 
natural excitements for holy joy. 
They have therefore rejoiced with 
trembling; and have proceeded with 
great caution, carefully searching the 
Seasptnves, and critically examining 


all their exercises. For the most® 


part their Christian friends have been 
more ready to judge charitably oftheir 
experiences, than they were them- 
selves. The principal ground of 
their fears has been the discovery of 
so much imperfection and iniquity in 
themselves, and in all their best per- 
formances. Apprehending that real 
Christians were nearly or quite per- 
fect, they imagined that they could 
not have been truly born again. Yet 
they were to appearance really be- 
come new creatures. Their senti- 
ments, their views. and their feelings, 
were entirely changed: Old things 
were passed away; behold, a‘l things 
were become new. Instead of a 
thoughtless disregard for the things 
of religion; they now feared and trem- 
dled at God's word. Instead of their 
native, wayward, untractable dispo- 
sition; they were become (ike little 
children, humble and teachable, being 
swift to hear, and slow to speak. In- 
stead of seeing nothing very criminal 
in their past conduct; they saw them- 
selves to be full of iniquity, they lit- 
erally abhorred themselves. Instead 
of having their minds engrossed with 
worldly business or pleasures,- and 
scarcely feeling as though there was 
a God above them; God was in all 
their thoughts, and the great things 
of eternity appeared to them impor- 
tant realities. .Like David they have 
been ready to say to God; Whom have 
I in heaven but thee? and there ie none 
upon the earth I desire beside thee. 
Like him too they have loved to go to 
the sanctuary; and have felt that a 
tay there was better than a thousand. 
Tie word of God has been swect to 
hem, and they have meditated thereon 





day and night. The Bible became to 
them quite a new book, full of the 
most interesting matter. They were 
never tired of reading it. Regretting 
exceedingly that they had lived solong 
estranged from God, making their 

own inclinations or fancy their law, 
they have felt a strong desire to pre- 
sent themselves as a living sacrifice un- 
to God, holy and acceptable to him 
through Fesus Christ. Of all objects, 
sinning against God, particularly by 
disregarding and undervaluing his of- 
fers of mercy, has appeared to them 
the most hateful; and has caused them 
the keenest remorse, and the deepest 
self abasement. For their Christian 
friends they have felt the most ardent, 
and the purest affection; while the 
blessed Savior has been far dearer to 
them than father or mother, or wife 
or children, or brother or sister. To- 
wards all men, they have also felt al- 
together new sensations. They could 
readily forgive all who had injured 
them; and a resentful or malevolent 
feeling seemed to be unnatural to 
them. They never before had the 
most distant conception of such ten- 
derness, and such love for enemies, 
and forall men, as they now felt, 
For the souls of their former com- 
panions, and intimates, they felt much 
solicitude. It seemed to them they 
could not be reconciled to have others 
remain thoughtless and estranged 
from God. Censoriousness, and self 
exaltation have scarcely been seen 
among us. Even the profane scoffer, 
and the bitter reviler and calumnia- 
tor, instead of being hated and des- 
pised, have been pitied, and prayed 
for with earnestness. The hopeful 
converts, generally, have come very 
readily into all the doctrines of grace 
as taught inthe Westminster Cate- 
chism; and while they admitted them 
in speculation, have felt them to be 
all important in a practical view, The 
change in their minds made what was 
before absurd and contradictory, now 
appear plainand easy. They loved a 
holy and sovereign God, a Divine, a 
dying Savior, and they felt their ab- 
solute need of a regenerating and 
sanctifying Spirit. Grace, free sove- 
reign grace, was their delight, and 
their entire dependence. 

The characteristics of this work of 
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God have doubtless received some 

influence from the means used in car- 
rying it on, as well as from the pecul- 
iar circumstances of the subjects of 
it. Inevery part of the town there 

were some people capable of instruct- 
ing others in religion, who have been 
much engaged; and have watched 
over the inexperienced, and endeav- 
ored to give a right direction to their 
thoughts and conduct. The scene was 
also entirely new to most of us; and 
almost all around us were fearful of 
enthusiasm and wildness. These cir- 
cumstances led us to use great cau- 
tion, andto pay very close attention 
tothe Scriptures. In our conferences 
we have done very little besides ex- 
pound and apply Scripture: and in pri- 
vate conversation, instead of making 
any experience of ourselves or others 
a standard, the Scriptures have been 


regarded as the only standard of 


truth, and the only guide to true re- 
ligion. Every doctrine, every prac- 
tice, and every exercise, have been 
carefully compared with this unerring 
rule. We have had no preaching ex- 
cept on the Sabbath; and then no 
greater variety of preachers than usu- 
al. The word of God diligently 
studied in private, and plainly ex- 
pounded and closely applied in pub- 
lic, together with the prayers of 
saints, appear to have been the chief 
instruments of the work. The chef 
hindrances to it seem to have been 
sickness in the town, and the opposi- 
tion which has been ex!:ibited in va- 
rious ways, diverting the attention of 
the people from the great concerns 
of their souls, and leading them eith- 
er into idle speculations, or fierce 
disputations, or otherwise causing 
them to do despite to the Spirit of 
grace. 

The whole number of hopeful con- 
verts is difficult to be ascertained. 
As we have been very strict in the 
examination of candidates, and uni- 
formly discouraged a hasty profession; 
and as the subjects of the work have 
generally manifested great modesty, 
and great jealousy of themselves, we 
hope the number of converts consid- 
erably exceeds the actual admission 
intothe church. In January 1810, 
we received one; in March 19; in, 
May 8: in September 5: making 33 


during the year 1810; males12; females 
21. This year we have received one 
more. Besides these, a number of our 
old professors have been much wrought 
upon; and some of them conclude they 
never experienced a saving change till 
this revival, Four persons from this 
town have joined the Baptist church in 

Holden; andafew the Methodists. 
There is also now a large number un. 
connected with any church, whe 
have hoped they experienced the new 
birth: but from doubts, and fears, and 
various difficulties existing in their 
own minds, they have not yet ventur- 
ed on a public profession. Of a consid- 
erable portion of them I entertain 
much hope. Besides these, many 
others have had more or less deep 
impressions; and though some of them 
have apparently lost their impressions, 
others still retain them, and are now 
serious inquirers after truth, - 

The hopeful converts are for the most 
part married people, itom 25 to 40 
years of age. Much the greater num- 
ber of them were baptized in infancy, 
and were favored with early instruc- 
tion in religion. Being chiefly young 
people, in the vigor of life, of respect 
able talents and characters, and sev- 
eral of them leading men inthe town, 
we anticipate much advantage to the 
morals of the place from their influence 
and example, as well as from their 
care to train up their children zn the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Already do we perceive a considera- 
ble change in the general habits and 
conduct of a large part of the people. 
The hopeful converts, generally, and 
particularly those received into the 
church have hitherto conducted with 
great prudence,and seem to retain their 
zeal, and theirfervor, unusually well. 
They are already more like veteran 
soldiers, than like raw undisciplined 
troops in the Christian warfare. No 
one instance of apostasy, or of any 
shameful fall, has occurred among: 
them. 

The extent of the work is perhaps 
small, if compared with some other 
similar revivals. Yet if we consider, 
that Princeton contains but about 
1100 souls, near half of which are 
children; and about 100 of the re- 
mainder were previously professors 
of gediiness, we shall find that it is 














considerable. About one in ten or 
twelve, of those come to years of dis- 
cretion, has probably been the subject 
of renewing grace. Considering, 
also, that this is the first revival in 
the town, and contemporary with the 
first of any magnitude, in this part of 
the country; and perceiving the hap- 
py influence it already has on the 
religious interests and the morals of 
the place, we fecl it to be an inesti- 
mable blessing. It has not only 
rescued a considerable nuinber of 
precious souls from eternal death; 
but it has revived a dying cause, and 
laid a foundation for rational hopes, 
that in this part of the country the 
Lord will still have a seed to serve 
him for a long time to come. 

James Murvock, 

Princeton, May 15. 1811. 





For the Panoplist. 
ON TWILIGHT. 
re Editor, 
Should you deem the folla Wins ¢ ¢ rejiectio? 
i of a place in your pag yes, a 
are at liberty to insert them; shoudd 
you think otherwise, the writer wi/l 
feel no dissatisfaction with your decis- 
ion. 
Wutte Evening has been the 
subject of panegyric for the po- 
et, the essayist, and the divine, 
Twilight has been unnoticed and 
forgotten. ‘The pleasures of the 
domestic fireside, the social glee, 
and the hum of industry, in a 
winter’s evening, have, justly 
indeed, been commemorated. 
The silence of night has, like- 
wise, been represented, as pecul- 
iarly tricndly to scientific acquire- 
ments and deyout contempla- 
tions. 

Twilight, however, is a season 
peculiarly interesting and in- 
structive: 

During the spring, summer, 
and autumn, in the morning 
twilight, which is a sure pre- 
sage of the approaching splen- 
dor of the day, the appearance of 
the natural world is calculated 
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to swell the heart with gratitude, 
and to inspire a pleasing devo- 
tion. All nature assumes the 
appearance of a joyful resurrec- 
tion from a death-like sleep. The 
humming insects of the forest 
sally forth in quest of their wont- 
ed sustenance: The feathered 
tribe, warbling their cheerful 
notes,hailwith apparent gratitude 
and rapture,the approaching day: 
Beasts, heedful of time’s unre- 
tarded pace, arise, shake their 
dewy locks, and commence their 
accustomed round: while all, in- 
stinctively, display the wisdom 
and beneficence of their Creator. 

Beside these inviting pros- 
pects, the peculiar salubrity of 
the air, at this time, urges every 
one, who would wear on his coun- 
tenance the bloom of health, te 
walk abroad and contemplate the 
beauties of nature. How expres- 
sive, how lively, how instructive 
the exhibition of the Divine 
wisdom and goodness, which 
10w meets the eye! No work of 
art can equal it. The whole 
scenery wears the stanip of infi- 
nite skill, and every part of it is 
calculated to excite solemn re- 
filections. The man of religion 
sees, in every surrounding ob- 
ject, the finger of God; and ex- 
Claims, These, Oh God, are thy 
works, in wisdom hast thou made 
them all. Feelings of gratitude 
are forced from the heart, and, 
the tribute of praise necessarily 
ascends to heaven. At this sea- 
son so well suited to moral and 
religious contemplations, the 
mind is naturally led from visi- 
ble objects to the Creator; and 
the question, “Is this wise and 
holy being my friend, and am I 
his child?” comes home to the 
conscience, and presses on the 
heart for an answer. Whence 
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this joy and happiness, exhibited 
inthe music of the feathered choir? 
Whence the pleasure and peace, 
the quietude of the flitting insects, 
and the various animals around 
me? In their measure, and in their 
respective spheres, they fulfil the 
designs of their creation. What 
a lesson of instruction to man; 
hew instructive to me. Am I 
thus contented with my lot? Do 
I manifest such peace and quie- 
tude within? Do I, according to 
my measure, and in the sphere 
in which I move, fulfil the part 
assigned me, and daily glorify 
God in my body, and in my shirit 
which are his? While enjoying 
the bezutics of this variegated 
scene, the licht increases, the 
rising sun diffuses wider and 
thicker his rays, and the day rap- 
idly hastens on. And what is the 
stute of my soul? Is it enlighten- 
ed by the rays uf the Sun of 
rivhtesusness? Does the love of 
God, shed abroad in my heart, 
increase, and, as my days ad- 
rance, engage, with greater ardor 
and @evoteduess, ull my faculties 
in his service? Or am I not de- 
ceived? After all my pretensions, 
is not the ight, which is in me, 
darkness? Have notatl my relig- 
lous experiences been the cruel 
delusion of the father of lies, who 
transforms himself into an angel 
of light, to deceive if it were pos- 
sible the very elect? Thou al- 
nighty Friend of sinners, I ap- 
peal to thee; and, with a humble 
reliance on thy merits, may I 
not say, Lord, thou knowest all 
things, thou knozwest that I love 
thee. And while I rejoice in 
this morning’s twilight, 1 doand 
J will rejoice in the light of thy 
countenance already shining up- 
on me, and consider it as the de- 
liehtful presage of approaching 
Vou. IV. ew Series. 


glory, the enlivening twilight of 
heaven. 

Such are the thoughts in which 
the pious mind will be employed 
during the morning twilight. 

Let not, therefore, this pecul- 
larly precious season be lost 
through negligence. We expect, 
that the sluggard, whose drowsv 
soul neither knows, nor enjoys, 
the beauties which nature affords, 
wil} ro}l himself listlessly in bed, 
and hug his much loved pillow. 
We expect that the debauchee 
and the intemperate man,will con- 
sume the morning in bed, to re- 
guin that strength and rest, of 
which their midnight revels have 
deprived them. But of the stu- 
dent, the man of science, the man 
of business, and especially of the 
Christian, we expect. better 
things; and would remind them, 
that both their duty and interest 
forbid them to lose the improve- 
ment to be derived from their 
morning hours. 

How ardently is it wished, that 
youth, in a special manner, might 
feel the importance of rightly 
using the morning twilight. In- 
stead of wasting this season in 
sleep, let them arise to partake 
of its pleasures, and its benefits, 
and to prepare themselves for 
the business of the ensuing day. 
And surely you will not forget, 
dear youth, that your Maker des 
serves and demands your first 
and best services; and remem- 
bering this, will you not bend the 
knee at his footstool, and im- 
plore his pardoning mercy and 
protecting care? During the si- 
lent watches of the night he bas 
preserved you; on his care you 
cast yourselves during the day. 
At the morning twilight did the 
friends of Jesus seck their Lord, 
at the sepuichre, on the day ef 
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his resurrection: and the morn- 
ing is a scason, insisted upon, as 
peculiarly important, by the 
wise man. No doubt, the 5Sa- 
vior himself constantly employ- 
ed this season, as best calculated 
for undistarbed and heavenly de- 
yotion. 

Nor should the evening twi- 
light be neglected. 

After the fatigue and confusion 
of the day, the return of the even- 
ing twilight is gladly greeted, as 
atoken that business must be 
suspended, and that the season 
for rest has arrived. The scene 
which the morning presented, is 
now reversed. The feathered 
choir which were before seen 
joyfully saluting the dawning day, 
are now softly chirping upon the 

boughs, while retiring to their 
nightly rest; and the. darkening 
groves assume the aspectofgloom 
and emblematically point us to 
the sleep of death. The calm 
which now settles on the face of 
nature excites a pleasing melan- 
choly, while it wears the smile of 
hope, full of expression, rich in 
meaning, to man. To the re- 
flecting mind, the natural world 
will not appear to be robbed of 
its beautics. They only sleep; 
the darkness of night conceals 
them for an hour; the returning 
day will soon call them into view 
with renewed lustre. How nat- 
urally is the mind led to contem- 
plate the gloom and darkness of 


the grave; andto look forward 
to the morning of the resurrec- 
tion. Art thou prepared, O my 
soul, after quitting this body at 
death, to wing thy way to glo- 
ry; and to be again united with 
it, when it shall be raised, a 
spiritual body from the slum- 
bers of the grave? Can I con- 
template with composure, the 
approach of death, of which the 
scenery of nature reminds me’ 
Can I look through the dark 
valley with the eye of faith, and 
discover through the gloom a 
smiling Savior ready to welcome 
me to the bosom of his Father? 
Or is the darkness of night, 
which approaches, an emblem of 
my immortal spirit under the do- 
minion of sin, and groping in 
Egyptian darkness, even while 
the Sun of righteousness shines 
with divine splendor around me? 
The mind feeds, without sa- 
tiety, upon the prospect, which 
the evening twilight presents. 
The thought forces itself up- 
on the mind, that time hastens 
on with rapid pace, that eternity 
is near, and that all sublunary 
things are fleetmg. Before the 
avocations of the evening demand 
your attention, let those serious 
reflections, which the season 
excites, be indulged. Remem- 
ber thatyou are immortal, and 
that time mispent is lost for 
ever. ALPHA. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


ARITHMETIC APPLIED TO MORAL PURPOSES. 


As the thoughts which I commu- 
nicated, on the unnecessary use 
of spirituous liquors,were thought 


worthy of admission into the 
Panoplist,* I procecd toa further 
examination of the same subject. 


* See Panoplist for Oct. 1819. 
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It appeared, from the state- 
ments made in my former picce, 
that, in a certain small town con- 
taining 2,000 people, there has 
been a needless expenditure of 
7,200 dollars, annually, for spiri- 
tuous liquors; and that this sum 
might be so disposed of, as to 
promote very important in- 
terests of society, of the rising 
eencration, and of the church of 
(iod. The channels into which 
this exhausting stream might be 
directed, so as to be the means 
of enriching and adorning our 
country, were described some- 
what in detail. It was also stat- 
ed, that this saving would involve 
in it other savings scarcely less 
important. To these I would 
now direct the attention of your 
readers. 

It is manifest, that very great 
precision cannot be expected on 
such a subject: if, however, any 
person who is well acquainted 
with the state of things in our 
country towns, will take the 
trouble to examine the following 
statements, | apprehend he will 
not find the conclusions essen- 
tially erroneous. 

From a population of 2,000 
persons, it may be assumed, as 
not far from the truth, that there 
are 400 laboring men, in a place 
where nearly all healthy adult 
persons are employed in daily 
labor. The wages of an active 
man are 150 dollars a year, be- 
sides his board. The loss of such 
a man’s labor, while he continues 
to be fed, must be the amount of 
his wages added to the expense 
of his boards say 200 dollars. 
But as the average estimate of 
the annual value of a man’s labor 
may be somewhat less than this, 
let it be placed at 150 dollars. 


With these things premised, I 
observe, 

1. By the unneccessary use 
of spirituous liquors much time, 
which would otherwise have been 
employed in labor, is directly lost. 
Not less than three persons out 
of the 400, are employed un- 
necessarily and perniciously in 
the business of keeping taverns, 
and grog-shops. Many days, 
and parts of days, are lost, by 
those who are habituated to 
drinking, which would not have 
been otherwise lost. Such per- 
sons readily associate together; 
they almost involuntarily resort to 
the haunts where their appetite 
can be gratified; their habits be- 
come inveterate and irresistible; 
and in this way much of their 
time is inevitably wasted. I¢ 
will not be thought extravagant 
to say, that the aggregate of the 
time thus squandered, in a town 
like the one I am describing, 
would be equal to the whole 
time of seven individuals. This 
is, indeed, a very moderate esti- 
mate; but, moderate as it is, the 
loss which it indicates, added to 
that of the three tapsters,amounts 
to 1,500 dollars, annually. Much 
more time, however, is wasted 
indirectly, as will be seen in 
the two following particulars. 

2. Those who indulge freely 
in the use of spirituous liquors 
donot perform so much labor with 
in agiven time, (even while they 
are busily employed,) as they 
would otherwise perform. They 
have not somuch strength as they 
otherwise would have. Theircon- 
stitutions are impaired. The tran- 
sient animation excited by strong 
drink is beyond comparison-infe- 
rior to the robust native vigor 
of a temperate man. The la- 
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borer who swallows his pint of 
rum a day, is fast losing his 
ability to work. But where "such 
vast quantities of ardent spirits 
are consumed, it is principally 
done by laboring men, on whom 
the prosperity of the community 
depends. Of the remaining 390 
laborers one half may be sup- 
posed to be very materially in- 
jured, by the cause under con- 
sideration. They are not drunk- 
ards, to be sure; nor are they 
generally sensible of the injury; 
but. they are, nevertheless, very 
seriously injured, by taking bit- 
ters, drams, &c. at regular pe- 
riods, which occur several times 
everyday. The unanimous voice 
of men who employ laborers, is, 
eo fur as I have heard, that those 
who demand a constant supply 
of strong drink, are much less 
vigorous and efficient, than those 
do who not require it at all. So 
decided is this voice, and so nu- 
merous and uniform are the facts 
which support it, (though they 
cannot be stated here,) that there 
is little hazard in saying, that the 
Jabor of jive persons, who are 
addicted w the kind of intem- 
perance here intended, is not 
worth more than the labor of 


four persons, who have never 


induiged in the same kind of in- 
temperance. Supposing, then, 
that half the laborers are injured 
in the manner above described, 
and that the annual value of their 
Jabor is thus diminished one fifth, 
it is plain, that the use of strong 
drink deprives the community of 
the labor of 39 men, which is a 
loss of 5,850 dollars, annually. 

3. A habit of indulging in the 
unnecessary use of spirituous 
liquors shortens the life of 
man; and still more does it 
shorten the years of his ac- 
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tive and vigorous labor. This 
fact is proved by daily observa- 
tion. The regular driuking of 
ardent spirits detroys the best 
constitution. It infallibly brings 
on premature decay; and, in a 
vast proportion of instances, may 
be assigned as the probable cause 
of depriving its victims of many 
years of industry and usefulness. 
Medical men, who are best ac- 
quainted with this subject, ex- 
press themselves in strong terms 
on the encroachment thus made 
on human life, and on the inter 
ests of society. If my previous 
statements are allowed, it will be 
easily admitted. that one half of 
the 400 laborers are losers in this 
way also. Their lives are short- 
ened, or their old age rendered 
unnecessarily feeble and helpless. 
It is difficult to compute this 
loss. Somie Jose half, some one 
third, and some a much smaller 
part, of the vigorous portion of 
their lives. On an average, it 
may be supposed, that a /ench 
part of what would have others 
wise been vears of activity and in- 
dustry, is entirely lost by this class 
of pee tee. persons. In other 
words, the labor of 29 individuals 
is thus lost. Of these, suppose 
10 to be prematurely inactive; 
and the loss by them is 1,500 
collars. The other ten are prem- 
aturely dead; and the Iess by them 
is, at the least, 1,000 dollars. 

Thus it appears, from these 
three items, that the unnecessary 
use of strong drink costs the in- 
habitants of this small town near- 
ly 10,000 dollars a year, beside 
the expense of the liquors. 

In addition to all this, there 
are a great number of indirect 
losses, which, though they can- 
not be computed, are still far 
from being inconsiderable. Of 
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this description are the following: 

1. The number of dependents 
on public charity is increased. 
Not only intemperate persons 
themselves are reduced to pov- 
erty; but they train up their 
fumilies in the same way, and fit 
them to become public burdens. 
It is surprising to find how great 
a proportion of our paupers are 
brought to their depéndent state 
by intemperance. 

2. Hard, drinking occasions 
much sickness, with all its at- 
tendant expenses. 

5. The same cause operates 
to bring up the rising generation 
in a state of habitual idleness. 
Scarcely any thing has such a 
disheartening effect on children, 
as to see theif father’s labor and 
their own squandered in purchas- 
ing the means of their own and 
their father’s dishonor. 

4. Alithe impoverishing con- 
sequences of habitual drunken- 
ness are to be set down to this 
account. Among these are a 
great waste of property by neg- 
ligence, the expenses of law- 
suits, and the loss of time and 
character taken upin managing 


them. I say loss of character; 
for this is frequently a loss of 
money. 

It will be remembered, that I 
have conducted this examination 
with a scle view to the pecuniary 
disadvantages incurred by the 
unnecessary consumption of ar- 
dent spirits. It is impossible, 
however, not to ask, If these dis- 


advantages are so great, what 


must be the extent of the moral 
evils by which they are attended? 
How great must be 'the anxiety, 
the shame and mortification 
brought upon the _ innocent 
members of suffering families? 
What must be the progress in 
profaneness, ~lightmindedness, 
and disregard of religion? Let 
those who are acquainted with 
the cause and its usual oper- 
ation answer these questions. 

The uses to be made of this 
discussion will be stated, God 
willing, at.some future time. 
If the facts and conclusions here 
exhibited are important, let me 


request the reader to bear them 


in mind, till that time shall arrive. 
BENEVOLUS. 








SELECTIONS. 


BAXTER’S RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF HIS RELIGIOUS OPINIONS IN 
EARLY LIFE; CONTRASTED WITH THE SENTIMENTS OF HIS MATUR-~ 


ER YEARS. 


Extracted from Sylvester’s Life of Baxter. 


‘Wuen I peruse the writings of 
my younger years I find the foot- 
steps of an unfurnished mind, of 
emptiness, and insufficiency; yet, 
of those points which I then thor- 
oughly studied, my judgment is 
the same now as then, and there- 
fore in the substance of my re- 


ligion, and in such controversies 
as I then searched into with some 
extraordinary diligence, I find 
not my mind disposed to change. 
But in divers points that I studi- 
ed slightly, and in many things 
which I took upon trust from 
gghers, I haye since found my 
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apprehensions either crroncous 
or very defective: and those 
things which I was orthodox in, 
[ had cither insufiicient reasons 
for, or a mixture of some sound 
and some insufficient ones; or 
else an insufficient apprehension 
of those reasons; so that I scarce- 
ly knew what I seemed to know: 
and one common infirmity I per- 
ceive in my writings, namely, 
that I put forth matters with 
some kind of confidence, as if I 
had done something new or more 
than ordinary in them, when, up- 
on my mature review, I find that 
I said not one half which the 
subject required: and the reason 
was, that I had not read any of 
the fuller sort of books that are 
written on the points I treated 
of, nor conversed with those who 
knew more than myself; and so 
all those things were either new 
or great to me, which were com- 
mon, and perhaps small, to oth- 
ers: and, because they all came 
in by my own study of the naked 
matter, and not from books, they 
were apt to affect my mind the 
more, and to seem greater than 
they were. And another token of 
weakness is discernible in my 
early works, namely, that I was 
yery apt to start controversies in 
my practical writings, and also 
more desirous to acquaint the 
world with all I took to be truth, 
and to assault those books by 


name which I thought unsound:. 


and the reason of all this was, 
that I was then in the vigor of 
my youthful apprehensions, and 
the new appearance of any sa- 
cred truth was more apt to af- 
fect me, and to be more valued, 
than afterwards, when common- 
ness had dulled my delight; and 
I did not then sufficiently dis- 
cern how much of controvergy 





is verbal, and upon mutual mis- 
takes. And withal I knew not 
how impatient divines were of 
being contradicted; and how it 
would stir up all their power to 
defend what they had once said, 
and rise against the truth which 
is thus thrust upon them, as the 
mortal enemy of their honor: 
and I have perceived that noth- 
ing so much hindereth the recep- 
tion of the truth, as urging it on 
men with too harsh importunity, 
and falling too heavily upon their 
errors; for hereby you engage 
their credit in the business, and 
they defend their errors as them- 
selves. In controversies, it is 
opposition which kindles a re- 
sisting zeal; whereas, if they 
be neglected, and their opinions 
lie awhile neglected, they usual- 
ly cool and come again to them- 
selves: though this holds not 
when a sectary is animated by 
the greediness and increase of 
his followers. Men are so loth 
to be drenched with the truth, 
that Iam more for going that 
way to work; and, to confess the 
truth, am lately much prone to 
the contrary extreme, so as to 
be too indifferent what men hold, 
and to keep my judgment to 
myself; and I find this effect is 
mixed according to its causes, 
which are some good and some 
bad; the bad ones, are, 1. An 
impatience of men’s weakness 
and mistaking frowardness and 
self-conceit: 2. An abatement 
of my sensible estcem of truth, 
through the long abode of it on 
my mind. The better causes 
are, 1. That I am more sensible 
than ever of the necessity of liv- 
ing upon the principtes of relig- 
ion which we are all agreed in, 
and uniting these; and how 
much mischief men that over- 
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value their own opinions have 
done the Church; how some 
have destroyed charity, and oth- 
ers caused schism, and most 
have hindered serious godliness 
in themselves and others, and 
used controversy to divert men 
from seriously following a holy 
life. 2. And I find that it is 
much more for most men’s good, 
to converse with themenly in 
that way of godliness where all 
are agreed, ald not touching up- 
on differences to stir up their 
corruptions; and to tell them of 
little more of your knowledge 
than you find them willing to 
receive from you as mere learn- 
ers; and therefore to stay till 
they crave information of you; 
as Musculus did with the Ana- 
baptists, when he visited them 
in prison, conversing kindly 
with them, and shewing them all 
‘the love he could, and never talk- 
ing about their opinions, till at 
last, they, who used to call him 
a deceiver, entreated him to 
teach them, and received his in- 
struction. We mistake men’s 
diseases when we think there 
needs nothing to cure their er- 
rors, but only to bring them the 
evidence of truth. Alas! there 
sre many distempers of mind to 
be removed, before men are able 
to receé#ve that evidence. In a 
learning way men are ready to re- 
ceive truth, but in a disputing 
way they come armed against it 
with prejudice and animosity. 
In my youth I was quickly past 
my fundamentals, and greatly de- 
lighted with metaphysics (though 
my preaching was still on the 
necessary points;) but the older 
I grew, the smaller stress I laid 
upon matters of controversy, as 
nding far greater uncertainties 
'n them than J at first saw; and 





now it is the plain doctrines of 
the Catechism which I most 
value, and daily think of, and 
find most useful to myself and 
others. The Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the Ten Command- 
ments, do find me now the most 
plentiful and acceptable matter 
for all my meditations: they are 
to me as my daily bread; and as 
I can speak and write of them 
over and over again, so I had 
rather hear or read of them, than 
of any of the school niceties, 
which once so much pleased me. 
And thus I observed it was with 
old Bishop Usher, and with ma- 
ny others; and I conjecture that 
this cffect also is: mixed of good 
and bad according to its causes. 
The dad cause may perhaps be 
some natural infirmity. As 
trees in the spring shoot vigor- 
ously, but in autumn the life re- 
tires to the root; so possibly, 
my nature, conscious of its in- 
firmity, may find itself insuffi- 
cient for great things, and so my 
mind may descend to the root 
of Christian principles: and also 
I have often been afraid lest 7//- 
rooting at first, and many temp- 
tations afterwards, have made it 
more necessary for me than ma- 
ny others to secure my funda- 
mentals. But upon much ob- 
servation, lam afraid lest most 
others are in no better a case; 
and that at first they take it for 
eranted that Christ is the Say- 
ior of the world, that the soul 
is immortal, and that there is a 
heaven and a hell, &ce. -~while 
they are studying abundance of 
scholastic superstructures, and 
at last will find cause to study 
more soundly their religion it- 
self, as wellas I have done. The 
better causes are these: 1. I val- 
vie all these according to their 
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use and end; and I find by my 
daily experience, that the knewl- 
edge of God, and Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit, and of a holy life, 
is of more use than all specula- 
tion. 2. I know that every man 
must grow (as trees) downwards 
and upwards at once; and that 
the roots increase as the trunk 
and branches do. 8. Being the 
nearer eternity, I the more re- 

ard those things which my 
everla rire Ife or death depends 
on. . Havi ring most to do with 
Soh, miserable people, I am 
commanded, by my charity and 
reason, to treat with them of 
that which their salvation lieth 
on, and not to dispute with them 
of niceties, when the question is 
presently to be determined, 
whether they shall dwell for 
ever in heaven or in hell. Ina 
word, my meditations must be 
upon the matters of my interest; 
and as the seeking after eternal 
life is the matter of my interest, 
so must it be of my meditation. 
That is the best study which 
makes men better, and tends to 
make them happy. I abhor the 
folly of those unlearned persons, 
who revile learning because they 
know not what it is; and I take 
not any picce of true learning to 
be useiess; and yet my soul ap- 
proves the resolution of St. Paul, 
who determined to know nothing 
among his hearers (that is, com- 
paratively to value and exhibit 
no other wisdom) but Christ 
crucified. I would persuade my 
reader to live upon the essential 
doctrines of Christianity; and 
thathe may know that my tes- 
timony is somewhat regardable, 
I presume to say, that in this 1 
gainsay my natural inclination 
to subtilty; and I think that if 
he lived among Infidels, he would 
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find that to make good the doc- 
trine of faith and life eternal, 
were nut only his most useful 
study, but also that which would 
require the exercise of all his 
parts, and the utmost of his dili- 
gence to manage it skilfully. I 
add therefore, that whereas in 
my younger days I was never 
tempted to doubt the truth of 
the Scripture, but all my fear 
was exercised at home, about 
my own sincerity, and this was 
it which I called unbelief; since 
that ime my worst assaults have 
been on the other side; and 
such they were, that had I been 
void of inward experience, and 
had I not discerned more reason 
for my religion than I did before, 
I had certainly upostatized to In- 
fidelity. I am now, therefore, 
much more apprehensive of the 
necessity of well grounding men 
in their religion, and especially 
of the witness of the indwelling 
Spirit; for I more sensibly per- 
ceive that the Spirit i is the great 
witness of Christ in the world. 
And though the folly of fanatics 
tempted me long to overjook the 
strength of this testimony of the 
Spirit, while they placed it in a 
certain 7nfernal 4sserftion, or ene 
thusiastic inspiration, yet I now 
see that the Holy Ghast in an- 
other manner is the witness of 
Christ, and his agent in the 
world. The Spirit, by the sanc- 
tification and consolation assimi- 
luting the soul to Christ, is the 
continued witness to all trne be- 
lievers. There is many @ one 
that hideth his temptations to 
Infidelity, because he thinketh it 
ashame to open them, and be- 
cause it may create doubts in 
others; but I fear the imperfec- 
ticn of most men’s cere of their 
Salvation, and of their diligence 
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in a holy life, comes from the 
imperfection of their belief ina 
life to come. For my part I 
must confess, that when my be- 
lief of things eternal is most 
clear, all goeth accordingly in 
my soul; and all temptations 
to sinful compliances with the 
world and flesh signify worse to 
me than an invitation to the 
stocks or Bedlam: and no peti- 
tion seems more necessary to 
me than, “Lord, I believe, help 
thou my unbelief.” 

In my younger years my 
trouble for sin was most about 
my actual failings in thought, 
word, and action; except hard- 
ness of heart, of which more 
hereafter. But now I am much 
more troubled forinward defects, 
and omission or want of the vital 
duties or graces in the sou]. My 
daily trouble is so much for my 
ignorance of God, want of love 
to him, and strangeness to the 
life to come, and for want of 
greater willingness to die, and 
longing to be in heaven,that [ take 
not some immoralities, though 
very great, to be in themselves 
so great and odious sins, if they 
eould be found separate from 
these. Had Lail the world, how 
gladly would I give it for a fuller 
knowledge, and belief,and love of 
God. Once I placed much of my 
religion in tenderness of heart, 
and sorrow for sin, and less of it 
in the study of the love of God, 
and in his praises, than I now do. 
I was little sensible of the great- 
ness and excellency of love and 
praise, though I coldiy spake the 
same words in its commenda- 
tion which I now do. And now 
1 am less troubled fer want of 
gricf and tears, (though I more 
value humility, and refuse not 
needful humiliation:) but my 
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conscience now looketh at love 
of and delight in God, and prais- 
ing him, as the height of my 
religious duties, for which it is 
that I value and use the rest. 
My judgment is more for fre- 
quent and serious meditation on 
the heavenly state than it was 
once. [ then thought that a 
sermon on the attributes of God 
and the joys above was not the 
most excellent; and used to say, 
every body knows that God is 
great, and heaven a _ blessed 
place; J had rather hear how I 
may attain it. And nothing 
pleased me so well as the doc- 
trine of regeneration, and the 
marks of sincerity; avhich in- 
deed was suitable to me in that 
state; but now I had rather med- 
itate, hear, and read, on God 
and heaven, than on any other 
subject. For I perceive that it 
is the object that alters and ele- 
vates the mind, which will be as 
that is on which it habituallyfeeds; 
and that it is not only to our 
comfort to be much in heaven 
in our thoughts, but that it must 
animate all other duties, and for- 
tify us against all temptations, 
and that a man #& nO more a 
Christian than he is heavenly. 


I was once wont to meditate. 


most on my own heart, and look 
little higher; but now, though I 
am greatly convinced of the ne- 
cessity of heart-acquaintance, yet 
I see more need of a higher 
work: and that I should look of. 
tener upon Christ and heaven, 
than upon my own heart. At 
home I iind distempers to trouble 
me, and some evidences of my 
peace: but it is above I must 
find matter of delight. I would, 
therefore, have one thought ups 
on mysclf,and many on beautity- 
tine ebjects. Formerly, I knew 
4 
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much less than now; and yet was 
not half so much acquainted with 
my ignorance. I had great de- 
lieht in the daily new discoveries 
which I made, but I knew Iittle 
either how imperfectly I under- 
stood those very points, whose 
discovery so much delighted me, 
nor how much might be said 
amainst them, nor to how many 
things I was yet a stranger. But 
now I find far gems dar! kness 
upon all things; and perceive 
how very little it is that we know 
in comparison of that which we 
know not; and I have far meaner 
thoughts of my own understand- 
ing though I must needs know 
that it is better furnished than it 

vas then. Accordingly, I had 
once a higher opinion of learned 
persons and books than I have 
now; and what I wanted myself, 
IT thought every reverend divine 
had attained, and was familiarly 
acquainted with; and what books 
I understood not by reason of the 
strangeness of the terms or mat- 
ter, I the more admired, and 
thought that others understood 
their worth. But experience has 
constrained me against my will 
to know, that learned men are 
imperfect, and know but little as 
well as I; especially those that 
think themselves the wisest. 
And the more I am acquainted 
with them, the more I perceive 
that we are all yet in the dark; 
and the more I am acquainted 
with holy men,that are all forheav- 
en, and pretend not to subtilties, 
the more I value and honor them. 
And when I have studied hard to 
understand some abstruse book, 
I have but attained the knowl- 
edge of human imperfection, and 
to see that the author is buta 
man as wellasl. At first I took 
more upon my author’s credit, 
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than now I can do; and when an 
author was highly commended 
to me by others, or pleased me 
in some part, I was ready to en- 
tertain the whole; whereas now 
I take and leave in the same au- 
thor, and dissent from him whom 
I like best, as well as from others. 
At first I much inclined to go 
with the highest in controversy, 
on one side or other; but now i 
can so easily see what to say 
against both extremes, that I am 
far more disposed to reconciling 
principles. And whereas I once 
thought conciliators were but ig- 
norant men, that were willing to 
please all, and would pretend to 
reconcile the world by principles 
which they themselves under- 
stood not, ] have since perceived 
that even if the loveliness of 
peace had no hand in the busi- 
ness, yet greater light and judg- 
ment usually is with the recon- 
ciler, than with either of the 
contending parties; thoagh [| 
know that moderation may be a 
pretext of error. 

I now sce more good, and 
more evil,in all men than I once 
did. I see that good men are 
not so good as I formerly thought 
they were, but have more imper- 
fections. and that nearerapproach 
and fuller trial make the best 
appear more weak and faulty, 
thun their admirers ata Batance 
think. And I find that few are 
so bad, as either their malicious 
enemies,or censorious separating 
professors, imagine. Insome I 
find that human nature is corrupt- 
edintsagreater likeness to devils, 
than [ thought once any on earth 
had been. But even in the wick- 
ed, there is usually more for 
erace to make advantage of, and 
more to testify for God, than 
once I belicyed there had been. 












I less admire gifts of utterance, 
and bare profession of religion, 
than I once did; and have much 
more charity for many, who by 
the want of gifts make an ob- 
scurer profession than they. I 
once thought that almost all who 
could pray movingly and fluently, 
and talk well of religion, had 
been saiats. But experience has 
opened to me, that odious crimes 
may consist with high profession; 
and I have met with many ob- 
scure pcrsons, not noted for any 
extraordinary profession, or for- 
wardness in religion, but only 
living a quiet, blameless life, 
whom I have after found to have 
jong lived, as far as I could dis- 
cern, a truly sanctified iife; only 
their preyers and dutics were 
by accident kept secret irom 
other men’s observation. Yet 
he that upon this pretence would 
confound godly and ungodly, 
may as weil go about to lay 
heaven and heli together. I am 
not so narrow in my special love 
as heretofore; and being less 
censorious, and taking more than 
1 did for saints, it must needs 
follow that I love more as saints 
than I did formerly. I think it 
not lawful to put that man off 
with bare church communion, 
and such common love which I 
must allow the wicked, who pro- 
fesseth himscif atrue Christian 
by such a profession as I cannot 
disprove. I am not so narrow 
in my principles of church com- 
munion as once 1 was. I more 
plainly perceive the difference 
between the church visible, and 
mystical; between sincerity and 
profession; and that a credible 
profession is a proof sufficient 
of a man’s title to church ad- 
mission. I am not for narrow- 
ine the church more than Christ 
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himself allows us; nor for rob- 
bing him of any of his flock. I 
am more sensible how much it 
is the will of Christ that every 
man be the chooser or the re- 
fuser of his own felicity, and 
that it lieth most on his own 
hands whether he will have com- 
rnunion with the church or not; 
and that, if he be a hypocrite, it 
is himself that will bear the loss. 
Yet am I more apprehensive than 
ever of the great need of eccle- 
siastical discipline, and what a 
sin it is to make no distinction 
but by bare names and sacra- 
ments; and what a great dis- 
honor itis to Christ, when the 
church shall be as vicious as the 
assemblies of pagans, and shall 
only differ trom them in cere- 
mony and name. I am more 
sensible of the evil of schism, 
and of a separating humor; for 
the effects have shewn us more 
of the mischiefs. I am far more 
sensible how prone many young 
professors are to spiritual pride, 
self-conceit, and unruliness; and 
so proving the grief of their 
teachers, and firebrands in the 
church: and how much of a 
minister’s work lieth in prevent- 
ing this, and humbling and con- 
firming such young unexperien- 
ced professors, and keeping them 
in order in their religious pro- 
gress. YetamI more sensible 
of the sin of using men cruelly 
in matters of religion. Such as 
are guilty of this know not their 
own infirmity, nor the nature of 
pastoral government, which 
ought to be paternal, and by 
love. 

My soul is much more afflicted 
with the thoughts of this misera- 
bie world, and more drawn out 
in a desire for ‘its conversion. 
than heretofore. Ll was wont ¢¢ 
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took little farther than Eneland 
in my prayers; but now I better 
understand the case of mankind, 
and the method of the Lord’s 
Prayer. No part of my prayers 
is so deeply serious, as that for 
the conversion of the infidel and 
ungodly world. Yet am f not so 
much inclined to pass a peremp- 
tory sentence of damnation upon 
all that never heard of Christ; 
having more reason than I knew 
of beiore, to think that God’s 
dealing with such is much. un- 
known to us; and that the un- 
eodly here among us Christians 
are in far worse case than they. 
My censures of the Papists much 
differ from what they were at 
first. Ithen thought that their 
errors in doctrine were their 
most dangerous mistakes. But 
T am now assured that their mis- 
expressions and misunderstand- 
ing us, with our mistaking of 
them, and inconveniently stating 
our own opinions, hath made the 
difference in controversial points 
to seem much greater than they 
are; and that in some it is next 
to none at all. Butthe great and 
irreconcileable differences lie in 
their church tyranny and usur- 
pations, in their corruption and 
desecration of God’s worship, to- 
gether with their befriending ig- 
norance and vice. At first I 
thought it had been proved that 
a Papist cannot go beyand a re- 
probate; but now I doubt not 
but that God has many sanctified 
ones among them, who have re- 
ceived Christianity so practically, 
that their contradictory errors 
prevail not against them to hin- 
der their salvation; but that their 
errors are like a conquerable 
draught of poison which nature 
doth overcome. J can never be- 


i" 


lieve thet a man may not be say- 
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ed by that religion which brings 
him to a heavenly mind and life; 
nor that God will ever cast a soul 
into hell that truly loves him. 
Nor, as once,does it condemn any 
doctrine with me to hear it called 
Popish; tor I have learned to dis- 
like men for bad doctrine rather 
than the doctrine for the men; and 
know that even Satan can use the 
name of Antichrist against truth. 

I am more deeply afflicted for 
the dissensions of Christians than 
when | was a younger Christian. 
Yet am I farther than ever I was 
from expecting great matters of 
unity, splendor, or presperity, 
to the Church on earth; or that 
Saints should dreain of a king- 
dom of this world, or flatter 
themselves with the hopes of a 
golden age; till there be ‘anew 
heaven and a new earth. And 
on the contrary, lam more ap- 
prehensive that suffering must 
be the Church’s most ordinary lots 
and Christians indeed must be 
self-denying cross bearers, even 
where there are none but formal 
nominal Christians to be the 
cross-makers. And though or- 
dinarily God would have vicissi- 
tudes of summer and winter, 
that the Church may grow ex- 
tensively in the summer of pros- 
perity and radically in the win- 
ter ol adversity; yet usually its 
night is longer than its day; and 
the day itseif has its tempests. 
For, 1. The Church wiil be 
still imperfect, and its diseases 
need this bitter remedy. 2. Rich 
men will be rulers oi this world, 
and they will be generally far 
from true godliness, that they 
may reach heaven by human im- 
possibilities, as a camel goes 
through a needie’s eye. S. The 
ungodly will ever hate the image 
et God; and brotherhood will net 
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keep a Cain from killing an Abel 
who offers a more acceptable 
sacrifice than himself; and the 
guilty will still hate the light, 
and make a prey to their pride 
and malice of their conscientious 
reprovers. 4. Many pastors will 
be troubling the Church with 
their pride, and avarice, and con- 
tcntiousness; and the worst will 


be secking to be the greatest, 


and they that seek it are likeliest 
to attain it. 5 Those that are 
truly judicious will still be com- 
paratively few; and consequent- 
ly, the troublers and dividers 
will be the muititude; and a ju- 
dicious reconciler will be dislik- 
ed by both extremes. 6. The 
tenor of the Gospel is fitted to 
people in a suffering state; 7. 
And the graces of God in a be- 
licver are mostly suited to such 
astate. 8. Christians must im- 
itate Christ, and suffer with him 
betore they reign with him. 
9. Observation of God’s dealing 
hitherto with his Church in ail 
ages confirms me, and the dis- 
appointment of such as have 
dreamed of glorious times. It 
was such dreams as infatuated, 
among others, our English fa- 
Natics, who seemed determined 
to set up Christ in his kingdom 
whether he would or not. Many 
of the German Protestants once 
expected the golden age; but in 
a very short time, either the 
death of some of their princely 
supporters, or war, or backslid- 
ings, exposed all their expecta- 
tions to scorn,and laid them lower 
than before. 

I do not lay so great stress 
upon the external modes of re- 
livion, as many young professors 
do. I have suspected, that this 
is —_ a cooling of my former 
zeal; but I find that judgment 


and charity are the causes of it, 
as far as I can discover. I can- 
not be so narrow in my princi- 
ples of church communion as 
many are, who are, for instance, 
so much for a liturgy, or so 
much against it, that they can 
agree with no church that is not 
of their mind. I am less regard- 
ful of the approbation of man, 
and set much lighter by con- 
tempt or applause, than I did 
once. I am oft suspicious that 
this is not only from the increase 
of self denial and humility, but 
partly from my being surfeited 
with human applause; and ail 
worldly things appear most un- 
satisfactory when we hayc tried 
them most. But though I feel 
that this has some hand in the 
effect, yet, as far as I can per- 
ceive, the knowledge of man’s 
nothingness, and God’s tran- 
scendant greatness, with whom 
it is that I have most to do, and 
the sense of the brevity of hu- 
man things, and the nearness of 
eternity, are the principal causes 
of this effect; which some have 
imputed to self conceit and mo- 
roseness. 
( To be continued. ) 





PROPOSITIONS OF THE SYNOD OF 
1662. 


It is requested by a constant reader af 
the haa 86 that the Propositions of 
the Synod of the New England churches, 
convened in Boston, A.D, 1662. should 
find a piace among your selections. 

A. C. 

Question. WHETHER according 

to the word of God, there ovght 

to be a consociation of churches, 
and what should be the manner 
of it? 

Answer.’ The answer may be 
briefly given in the Propositiong 
following, 
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I. Every church or particular 
congregation of visible saints in 
Gospel order, being furnished 
with a presbytery, at least with a 
teaching elder, and walking to- 
gether in truth and peace, hath 
received from the Lord Jesus, 
full power and authority ecclesi- 
astical within itself, regularly to 
administer all the ordinances of 
Christ; and is not under any 
other ecclesiastical jurisdiction 
whatsoever. 

For to such a church Christ 
hath given the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven, that what they 
bind or loose on earth, shall be 
bound or loosed in heaven, Mat. 
xvi, 19, and xviil, 17,18. Elders 
are ordained in every church. 
Acts xiv, 23; Titus 1, 5; and are 
therein authorized officially to 
administer in the word, praver, 
sacraments, and censures, Mat. 
XXvili, 19, 20; Acts vi, 4; 1 Cor. 
iv, 1,5; iv, 12; Acts xx, 29; 1 
Tim. v, 17; and iil, 5. The re- 
proving of the church of Corinth, 
and of the Asian churches sever- 
ally, imports they had power, 
each of them within themsclves, 
to reform the abuses that were 
amongst them. 1 Cor. v; Rev. 1i, 
14,20. Hence it follows, con- 
sociation of churches is not to 
hinder the exercise of this power, 
but by counsel from the word 
of God, to direct and strengthen 
the same on all occasions. 

Il. The churches of Christ 
do stand in a sisterly relation to 
each other. Cant. vili, 8. Being 
united in the same faith and order, 
Eph. iv, 5; Col. ii, 5. To walk 
by the same rule, Phil. ili, 16. In 
the exercise of the same ordi- 
nances for the same end, Eph. 
iv, 11, 12, 33; 1 Cor. xvi, 1. 
Under one and the same political 
tlead, the Lord Jesus Christ, 


Eph. i, 22, 23; and iv, 5; Rev. ii,1; 
which union infers a communion 
suitabie thereunto. 

‘Ill, The communion of 
churches is the faithful improve- 
ment of the gifts of Christ be- 
stowed upon them, for his ser- 
vice and glory, and their mutual 
good and edification, according 
to capacity and opportunity, 1 
Pet. iv, 10,11; 1 Cor. xii, 4, 7; 
& x, 24; 1 Cor. iii, 21, 22; Cant. 
vill, 9; Rom.1, 15; Gal. vi, 10. 

IV. Acts of communion of 
churches are such as these. 

1.. Hearty care and prayer one 
for another. 2 Cor. x1, 28; Cant. 
vili, 8; Rom.i, 9; Col.i,9; Eph. 
vl, 18. 

2. To afford relief by com- 
munication of their gifts in tem- 
poral or spiritual necessities, 
Rom. xv, 26, 27; Acts xl, 22, 29; 
2 Cor. viil, 1, 4, 14. 

S. To maintain unity and 
peace, by giving account one to 
another of their public actions, 
when it is orderly desired. Acts 
Xl, 2, 3, 4,—1, 8; Josh. xxii, 15, 
21, 30; 1 Cor. x, 32; and to 
strengthen one another in their 
regular administrations, as in 
special by a concurrent testimo- 
hy against persons justly censur- 
ed. Acts xv, 41; & xvi, 4,5; 2 
Tim. iv, 15; 3 Thes. iii, 14. 

4. To seek and accept help 
from, and give help unto each 
other. 

lirst. In case of divisions and 
contentions, where the peace of 
any church is disturbed. Acts 
XV, 2. 

Secondly. In matters of more 
than ordinary importance, [ Proy. 
XXIv,6; & xv, 22| as ordination, 
translation, and deposition ot 
ciders, and such like, 2'Tim. y, 22. 

Thirdly. In doubttul and aii- 
ficult questions and controversics, 
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doctrinal or practical, that may 
arise, Acts xv. 2, 6. ae 

Fourthly. For the rectifying 
of mal-administrations, and heal- 
ing of errors and scandals, that 
are unhealed amongst them- 
selves, 3 John v.9, 10; 2Cor.ii,6.— 
11: 1 Cor. xv; Rev. ll, 14, 15, 16; 
29 Cor. xii, 20, 21; and xili, 2. 
Churches now have need of help 
in like cases, as well as churches 
then. Christ’s care is still for 
whole churches, as well as for 
particular persons; and apostles 
being now ceased, there remains 
the duty of brotherly love, and 
mutual care and helpfulness iIn- 
eumbent on churches, especially 
elders for that end. 

Fifthly. In love and faithful- 
ness.to take notice of the troubles, 
difficulties, errors, and scandals 
of another church, and to admin- 
ister help, (when the case mani- 
festly calls for it,) though they 
should so neglect their own cood 
and duty as not to seek it. Exod. 
xxii, 4,5; Prov. xxiv, 1i, 12. 

Sixthly. To admonish one 
another, when there is need and 
cause for it; and after due means 
with patience used, to withdraw 
from a church or peccant party 
therein, obstinately persisting in 
error or scandal; as in the Plat- 
form and Discipline (Chap. 15, 
Sect.2. Partic. 3, |is more at large 
declared. Gal. il, 11,14; 2 Thes. 
ili, 3,6; Rom. xv, 17. 

5. Consociation of churches 
is their mutual and solemn agree- 
ment to exercise communion in 
such acts as aforesaid among 
themselves, with special refer- 
ence to those churches, which 
by Providence are planted in a 
convenient vicinity, though with 
liberty reserved without offence, 
to make use of others, as the 
nature of the case, er the advan- 


tage of opportunity may lead 
thereunto. 

6. Communion of churches 
in this country having so good 
opportunity for it, it is meet to 
be commended to them, as their 
duty thus to consociate. For, 

First. Communion of churches 
being commanded, and con- 
sociation being but an agree- 
ment to practise it, this must 
needs be a duty also. Psalm 
Cxix, 1U6; Neh. x, 28, 29. 

Secondiy. Paul an apostle 
sought with much labor the con- 
ference, concurrence, and right 
hand of fellowship of other apos- 
tles: and ordinary churches and 
elders have not less need each of 
other, to prevent their running 
in vain, Gal. ii, 2, 6, 9. 

Thirdly. Those general scrip- 
ture rules touching the need and 
use of counsel, and help in 
weighty cases, concern all so- 
cictics and polities, ecclesiastical 
as well as civil. Prov. xi, 14; & 
XV, 22; & xx, 18; & xxiv, 6; 
Eccl. iv, 9, 10, 12. 

Fourthly. The pattern in Acts 
xv; holds forth a warrant for 
councils, which may be greater 
orless as the matter shall require. 

Fitthly. Concurrence and 
communion of churches in Gos- 
pel times, is not obscurely held 
forth in Isaiah xxix, 23, 24, 25; 
Zeph. 11,9; 1 Cor. xi, 16; & xiv, 
32, 36. 

Sixthly. There has constantly 
been in these churches a pro- 
fcssion of communion, in giving 
the right hand of fellowship at 
the gathering of churches and 
ordination of elders, which im- 
porteth a  consociation, and 
obligeth to the practice thereof; 
without which we should want 
also an expedient and sufficient 
sure fer emergent church dif- 
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ficulties and differences, with 
the want whereof our way is 
charged, but unjustly, if this part 
of the doctrine were duly prac- 
tised : 

7. The manner of the churches’ 
agreement herein, or entering 
into this consociation, may be by 
each church’s open consenting 
to the things here declared, in 
answer to the second question, 
as also to what is said thereabout 
in chap. xv, & xvi, of the Plat- 
form of Discipline,with reference 


to other churches in this colony 
and country, as in Prop. 5th is 
before expressed. 

8. The manner of exercising 
and practising that communion, 
which this consent or agreement 
specially tendeth unto, may be, 
by making use occasionally of 
elders or able brethren of other 
churches, or by the more solemn 
meetings of both elders ang 
messengers in less or greater 
coungils, as the matter shall re- 
quire, 
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XV. A Dissertation on the 
Prophecies relative to Anti- 
christ and the Last Times; 
exhibiting the rise, character, 
and overthrow of that terrible 
fiower: and a Treatise on the 
seven Afiocalupfitic Vials. By 
Eruan Smiru, A.M. Pastor 
of the church in Hopfikinton, 
NV. H. 8vo. pp. 880. Samuel 
T. Armstrong, Charlestown. 
i8il. 


Tue value of the Prophecies 
contained in the Scriptures is 
universally acknowledged by pro- 
fessed Christians,when tinese pro- 
phecies are considered as afford- 
ing evidence of the truth of Rev- 
elation, and instructive views of 
the Divine dispensations towards 
mankind. But when regarded 
as the means of present warning 
and consolation, and as_ the 
ground of future hopes, there 
has not been the same harmony 
of opinion respecting them. 
Some have described them as 
being too unintelligible in their 
meaning, and too uncertain in 
their application, to be made the 


foundation of any definite scheme, 
or system, till after they shall 
have been manifestly accom- 
plished; while others have ap- 
plied them to particular persons 
and events,with an inconsiderate- 
ness, and peremptoriness of man- 
ner, which could not fail to dis- 
gust every serious reader, who 
wished to see evidence before he 
yielded assent. Mr. Smith in 
a short preface to the work be- 
fore us, has briefly stated some 
reasons why the _ prophecies 
should receive the attention of 
Christians. As these reasons 
are judiciously derived from the 
Scriptures, they are, in our view 
unanswerable. Those who speak 
lightly of any attempts to under- 
stand the prophecies, and even 
ridicule the labor employed in 
these attempts, ought to beware 
how they involve such men as 
Sir Isaac Newton, Mr. Mede, 
Bishop Newton, and_ Bishop 
Horsley, in the condemnation of 
having spent their time and tal- 
ents in unprofitable studies. In- 
deed, the injunctions of the in- 
spired writers themselves, inter- 
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spersed as they are with the 
prophecies, make it the duty of 
readers to understand. And 
though the full import of the 
Divine declarations, whether 
prophetical or not, will never, 
perhaps, be understood in this 
world; still, such a knowledge 
of the future prospects of the 
Church may doubtless be gained, 
as will afford much support, en- 
couragement, and even triumph, 
to the children of God. Mr. 5. 
argues that the present unparal- 
jeled state of the world cannot be 
supposed to have been left un- 
described by the prophets. His 


reasoning on this point is con-. 


tained in the following sentences: 


“The Church of Christ has been 
premonished respecting most of the 
signal events, in which she was to be 
much interested, in every age, Inthis 
the care and kindness of her divine 
Lord have ever appeared, Andhe has 
graciously so ordered, that. his people 
should be led to form essentially cor- 
rect views of the fulfilment of those 
premonitions. Shall the great events 
of this period of the world then be an 
exception to this general rule? Shall 
the events of our davs, more interest- 
ing than any events of former ages, and 
which for more than twenty years 
have been alarming the wor!d and 
demonstrating the commencement of 
a new and important era, be supposed 
to be veiled in impenetrable mystery? 
It cannot be probable!” p. xi. 


Mr. S. acknowledges himse]f 
tube ‘indebted to Mr. Faber for 
the conviction, that the prophe- 
cles concerning Antichrist, in- 
stead of being exclusively appli- 
cable to the Romish hierarchy, 
designate an Atheistical power 
of later date; for finding a pre- 
diction of this power in Daniel 
xi, 36, and onward; and for find- 
ing a fulfilment of this prediction 
-n the French nation.” But he 
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thinks there are ‘striking traits 
of character in this prophecy, 
and in various others, overlook- 
ed, or misapprehended, by this 
celebrated author.’ At the close 
of the preface the following note 
is subjoined. - 


“Since writing this Disserta- 
tion, Mr. Faber’s last volume, that 
upon the Restoration of the Jews, 
has made its appearance. Upon the 
perusal of which, I have been 
strengthened in finding 30 many of my 
opinions accord with his upon this 
point. His scheme relative to Eze- 
kiel’s Gog, I think incorrect, and have 
assigned my reasons in a section in- 
serted for the purpose.” p. xiv. 


The subject of Mr. Smith’s 
first chapter, and the foundation 
of his work, is thus described: 
“We are taught in the propfihetic 
farts of the sacred Scriptures, to 
exfiect the rise of a terrible athe- 
istical Power, and a vast influence 
of Infidelity in the last days, or 
just before the Millennium.” Up- 
on this subject he enters without 
any such tedious preparation, as 
is too often found in books of 
this kind. A few preliminary 
remarks on Daniel x, and xi, 
constitute the first section. Two 
things which demand particular 
notice, among these remarks, are 
the declarations of the angel to 
the prophet, that the vision is for 
many days, and that it respects 
the latier days; indicating a re- 
mote accomplishment; and that 
the subject of this revelation was, 
at that time, noted in the Scrip- 
ture of truth, Daniel x, 14, 21. 
These two distinctive marks fix 
the fulfilment, as Mr.S. supposes, 
to the times immediately pre- 
ceding the Millennium. Accord- 
ing to the interpretation here giv- 
en of Dan.xi,the passage from the 
Qistte the 35th verses, inclusive, 

a 
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describes Antiochus, the great 
persecutor of the Jewish church 
and the type of Antichrist; and the 
remaining part of the chapter 
is an exact ‘and chronological 
prophecy of the rise, progress, 
influence, and final destruction of 
this great Atheistical power of 
the last days. The principal 
difference between our author 
and Mr. Faber, with respect to 
this chapter, arises from the in- 
terpretation given by the latter 
to the five verses included by the 
3lst and 35th. He considers 
the 3Ist verse, ‘as predicting the 
desolation of Jerusalem by the 
Romans; the 32nd and 33d as 
describing the persecutions of 
the primitive Christians; the 
34th as relating to the conversion 
of the Roman empire under Con- 
Stantine; and the 35th as relating 
to the Papal persecutions, espe- 
cially that which took place at the 
Reformation.’* But Mr.S. con- 
siders these five verses, as well 
as the preceding ten, as refer- 
ring chronologically and exactly 
to Antiochus; from whom the 
prophet proceeds, in verse 36th, 
&c., to describe the antitype, the 
great Infidel power of the last 
days. In support of this scheme 
the great argument is, that 
the connexion between the 
Slst verse and the preceding 
verses, is intimate and insepar- 
able. This verse begins thus: 
And arms shall stand on his part. 
On whose part? Manifestly on 
the part of Aim, who is the 
continued subject of the ten pre- 
ceding verses. We see not how 
this argument can be easily eva- 
ded. Mr. S.and Mr. Faber are 
agreed in applying the last ten 
verses of the chapter to Anti- 

* Fab. on the Proph. vol. i. p, 225; 
Boston Ed. 1805. 


on the Prophecies. Jung, 


christ. We should be pleased 
to see the attention of expositors 
of this chapter directed to the 
point of the introduction of anew 
person in the 36th verse. Not 
that we see any great reason to 
doubt the correctness of Mr. 
Smith’s construction of the pas- 
sage; but because the whole 
sense of this interesting part of 
Daniel’s prophecy depends upon 
giving a right interpretation to 
the person, or power, intended 
by the wilful king, who is to be 
so conspicuous an adversary to 
the cause of God. 

We will give a brief abstract 
of Mr. Smith’s exposition of the 
ten last verses of Dan. xi; which 
forms his second section. Our 
readers will please to turn to the 
passage in their Bibles, while 
they read this abstraet. 

Ver. 36. That here is a change 
of character, or a new subject 
introduced, is universally ac- 
knowledged. What follows this 
introduction the Angel had it 
principally in view to reveal; 
and the events here disclosed 
were to take place just at the 
time of the end. By a king, in 
the language of prophecy, is in- 
tendeda civil government, wheth- 
er monarchical or republican, and 
not an individual person. In this 
verse, we are presented with a 
great Atheistical power, which, 
in its commencement, is to be 
anarchical; raised up to be an 
instrument of the Divine indig- 
nation, and to prosper till that 
work of judgment shall be ac- 
complished. His licentiousness 
appears first; Ae shall do accord- 
ing to his will; his anarchy next 
follows; and he shall exalt and 
magnify himself above every god, 
i. e. above every legitimate ru- 
ler; and thirdly his Atheism; 
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and shall speak marvellous things 
against theGod of gods. A train 
of astonishing successes shall at- 


tend his arms, till the work of 


judgment, for which he is rais- 
‘ed up, shall be accomplished. 

Ver. 37. By the desire of wo- 
men Mr. S., with Mr. Faber, un- 
derstandsthe Messiah; who was 
greatly desired by the Jewish 
women, and who is called, by 
another prophet, the desire of all 
nations.* Our author is greatly 
confirmed in this interpretation, 
as it is so perfectly accords with 
the character of Antichrist, in 
the New Testament. 

Ver. 38. By the god of/forces, 
or, as it may be rendered, gods- 
frotectors, Mr. S. appears to be 
in doubt whether we are to un- 
derstand popular deities, or mil- 
itary fireparations. The origin- 
al word has exercised the inge- 
nuity of Bishop Newton, Mr. Fa- 
ber, and others. In the latter 
part of this verse, though the wil- 
ful king had rejected the god of 
his fathers, and all gods, yet he 
afterwards acknowledges a god, 
erruler, of foreign descent, and 
honors him with the greatest 
magnificence. 

Ver. 39. With this strange 
god, or foreigner elevated into 
an uncontrolled monarch, he 
shall overrun powerful nations; 
and shall distribute kingdoms 
for his own aggrandizement. In 
anote on the word translated 
gain, Mr. S. has a useful criti- 
cism in addition to what is said 
by Mr. Faber. He says; “The 
radical idea of the word is ¢o 
exchange.” Thus interpreted, 
the wilful king, as Mr. Faber 
calls him, that is, the dominant 
Antichristian power, is here said 


* See Fab, i. 228. 





to divide his conquests in ezx- 
change for homage and aid. 
From Mr. Smith’s scheme it ap- 
pears, that this prophecy has 
been accomplished in the French 
revolution, and in the events 
which have sinee taken place; 
and that the predictions, in the 
subsequent verses, remain to be 
fulfilled. 

Ver. 40. When the end of the 
1260 years of the depressed state 
of the Church shall be near, new 
troubles will assail this dominant 
power by means of the king of 
the south and the king of the north. 
The issue will be, that he will 
prevail against this coalition; 
will pass into Asia, and subvert 
the Ottoman Empire. 

Ver. 41—43. Great success 
will attend his arms in this Eas- 
tern expedition. He will ad- 
vance through Palestine, and 
compel all the neighboring 
Turkish provinces to submit; 
thence he will proceed into 
Egypt, leaving Arabia on his 
left, and conquer all the adjacent 

arts of Africa. 

Ver. 44, 45. The tidings here 
referred to will probably respect 
the conversion and return of the 
ancient people of God. The In- 
fidel power will be enraged at 
this; and will march with the ut- 
most fury into Palestine, where 
he will experience a final over- 
throw, at Armag¢ddon, 

These two ¢xpeditions into 
Palestine are gonsidered by Mr. 
S, as succeeding each other after 
a short interval, and as fulfilling 
the judgments predicted under 
the sixth and seventh vials. 

It will probably be expected 
of us, that we present-our read- 
ers with a specimen of the work 
before us. For this purpose we 
have selected a short sectien, 
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(the third,) which is entitled, 
“Antichrist another power beside 
the Papal hierarchy.” 


‘It has been the general opinion of 
Protestant divines, that the predic- 
tions concerning Antichrist, were 
fulfilled in the Papal hierarchy. But 
some of late explode the idea: And f 
believe they do it with propriety. 
Mr. Faber has clearly shown the in- 
correctness of former expositors upon 
this point. No doubt the Romish 
hierarchy, was Antichristian to a 
_Creadful degree. It was the little 
blasphemous horn of the Roman 
beast, into whose hands the saints 
were fo be delivered for 1260 years.* 
It was the apostasy predicted by the 
Apostle Paul, when he said, that 
sone inthe latter days should depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils.t It was 
the second beast in Rev. xii, 11, 
qwhich rose out of the earth; which had 
two horns like a lamb; but which spake 
likea dragon. It ts the woman in 
Rev. xvii, 3; the Afystery, Babylon the 
great, the Mother of harlots, and abom- 
inations of the earth: But the Papal 
hierarchy was not the on/y, or last, 
power predicted to be raised up in 
judgment to the wicked world, as too 
many have seemed to imagine. A 
Power was to be raised up for the 
execution of judgment on the wicked 
nations, to destroy that other of 
harlots, to hate her, and to burn her 
with fre. Surely this terrible Power 
was to be subsequent to the reign of 
Popery; and distinct from Popery. 
The characteristics of this new 
power, or Antichrist, are such as 
were never applicable to Popery. 
The Romish hierarch never denied 
the Father, or the Son; did not deny 
that Jesus Christ has come in the 
flesh. The Pope professed the high- 
est veneration for God, and Christ, 
and the Christian Religion. And 
though his profession was hypocriti- 
cal; yet it having been uniform from 
the beginning, and thus constituting 
a characteristic, it evinced that he 
was not the Antichrist of the last 


* Dan. vii, 8, 25. 1 Tim. iv, 1,2. 
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times. For it is the essential charac- 
teristic of the latter, that he denies 
the Father and the Son; denies that 
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.* 
The predictions noted in this Disser- 
tation decide, that Antichrist was to 
be a terrible, atheistical Power, to 
arise in the dast days, and to bring 
upon itself swift destruction, He as- 
cendeth from the bottomless pit, and 
goeth into perdition. His judgment 
lingereth not, and his damnation slum- 
bereth not. His ruin is nearly con- 
nected with his origin. His reign is 
thus to be of short continuance. But 
could this have been said of the Papal 
hierarchy? Surely not., That was to 
continue for many centuries; even 
1260 years. 

**We shall find in the predictions to 
be noted, that it is the Reman beast, 
under his last head; and not the Papal 
beast; nor the little horn; nor the 
false prophet, that is to be found in 
battle array against Christ, at the 
time of the end, or of the seventh 
vial. Dan. vii, 11; Z beheld then be- 
cause of the woice of the great words, 
which the horn spake; I beheld even till 
the beast was slain, and his body des- 
troyed, and given to the burning flame. 
Here the great Power, predominant 
upon the ground, at the commence- 
ment of the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty, is the Roman deast, in 
distinction from the Papal power. 
This accords with the various des- 
criptions of the same event in the 
Revelation to St. John. There we 
find that the Powers, then in array 
against Christ, are the beast and false 
prophet; the Roman beast under his 
last head, and Popery. In the various 
passages, where these Powers are 
mentioned at that period, they are 
found in this connexion. The beast 
is first and predominant. In Rev. 
xvii, we shall find this terrible beast 
is bearing the Papal harlot to her ex- 
ecution; and is to be her executioner. 
These representations all imply, that 
Antichrist was to be another Power 
beside the Papal hierarchy. 

‘*The present state of this hierarchy 
utterly forbids, that she can be that 
vast terrific Power, in terrible array 
ugainst Christ, in the last days. The 


* 1 Fohir ii, 22. 
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Romish hierarchy has already fallen 
under the iron grasp of a far superior 
Power, who is inflicting the judg- 
ments of heaven upon her. And to 
whatever degree of mischief to the 
people of God, this hierarchy may be 
mude an engine of policy and ambition 
in the hands of this superior Power, 
she will never more be predominant. 
She will be nothing more than a po- 
litical puppet in the hands of an Im- 
perial master. The latter is the terri- 
ble Power, the beast, whose body is 
to be destroyed, and given to the 
burning flame. 

*‘Antichrist,or the great Power pre- 
dicted in Dan. xi, 36, is at, or near, 
the time of the end, to be engaged in 
a war with the king of the north, and 
the king of the south; Dan- xi, 40, 
No such event as this was ever ful- 
filled with respect to the Papal pow- 
er; nor can it ever be, according to 
any present probability. This one 
consideration must afford a full de- 
cision, that Antichrist, the terrible 
Power of the last davs, is distinct 
from, and subsequent to, the Papal 
power. It will appear, I trust, in 
all the predictions to be noted in this 
Dissertation, that Antichrist is a dis- 
tinct Power from Popery. 

“*When the reformation under Lu- 
ther, the art of printing, and the re- 
vival of learning in Europe, had un- 
veiled the abominations of Popery, 
millions, whose pride of heart would 
not permit them to embrace the doc- 
trines of the reformation, would easily 
be induced to deny God, and the 
Christian religion. This was a pro- 
cess very natural in old, corrupt, Po- 
pish countries, after the mummery of 
their false system was exposed. And 
especially was this the case, among a 
people constitutionally licentious, vol- 
atile, haughty, and impatient of ev- 
ery moral restraint. Such a people 
would need only an association of 
subtle, Infidel philosophers, uncer 
the instigation of the old serpent, ta 
institute a scheme which would give 
birth to the Antichrist of the last 
times. And such will appear tohave 
veen his origin.” pp. 33—35. 


It is very easily accounted for, 


that the early reformers, and 
subsequent expositers of Scrip- 


ture down to the present age, 
should have mistaken the Papal 
hierarchy for Antichrist. That 
hierarchy constituted an awful 
apostasy from pure Christianity, 
and was much described in 
prophecy as a deast, or perse- 
cuting power, as the mother of 
harlots, and as the man of sin. 
It was natural, therefore, that 
those who had never seen ‘the 
Antichrist should neglect, or 
misinterpret, the distinctive 
features in his character, such as 
Atheism, Infidelity, (or a pecul- 
lar and avowed hostility to the 
Christian religion,) and the sud- 
den and violent termination of 
his short existence. Of late 
years, the great body of those, 
who have studied the prophecies, 
have been decidedly of the opiti- 
ion, that the predictions res- 
pecting Antichrist apply with 
much greater precision to mod- 
ern Infidelity and Atheism, than 
to any other display of wicked- 
ness which the world has ever 
scen. We have before us an 
extract from a manuscript of a 
plain, but sensible, private Chris- 
tian written so early as 1794, in 
which the author lays hold of 1 
John ii, 22, He is Antichrist that 
denieth the Father and the Son, 
and gives it as his confirmed 
opinion, that the Deism, which 
then prevailed, was the manifes- 
tation of Antichrist. We do not 
recollect to have seen any thing in 
print to this effect, till the pub- 
lication of Dr. Dwight’s Centu- 
rial Sermon, in 1801. It is re- 
markable, that a Jesuit, in 1634, 
gave it as his opinion, that when- 
ever the wilful king, of Daniel, 
(by whom he understood the 
great Antichrist,) should be re- 
vealed, “he would be an Atheist, 
and would abolish, not only the 
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worship of Christ, and the su- 
perstitious idolatry of Paganism, 
but even the very name and a- 
doration of the true God.”* 
Bishop Horsley, in his letter on 
Is. xviii, says, “I fear I too clear- 
ly see the rise, instead of the fall, 
of the Antichrist of the West, 


* Fab. i. 240, in a note. 
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who shall be neither a Protestant 
nor a Papist; neither Christian, 
Jew, nor Heathen: who shall wor- 
ship neither God, angel, nor 
saint; who will neither suppli- 
cate the invisible majesty of 
heaven, nor fall down before an 
idol.” 


( To be continued.) 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION 


Within the bounds of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, and of 
their sister churches in Connecticut, Vermont, New Hampehire, and Massa- 
chusetts, during the time intervening between May 1810, and May 1811. 


Tue providences of Jehovah towards 
the Church, demand both attention 
and improvement from his people. 
Who is wise, and he shall understand 
these things? prudent, and he shall 
know them? for the ways of the 
Lord are right, and the just shall 
walk in them. To fugnish their 
brethren with suitable information on 
this subject, the General Assembly 
present this Narrative of the state of 
religion within their bounds, and 
those of sister Churches, to their no- 
tice and regard. 

The scene which a review of the 
past year exhibits to us, is not mark- 
ed with such signal blessings as that 
of some preceding years. But still it 
is interesting; for we-have sweet and 
consolatory evidences that God is in 
the midst of us. 

The attendance upon the regular 
worship of God, has been decent gen- 
erally; in some instances, not afew, 
solemn and affecting, 

Though there have been no general 
revivals in any part of our borders, a 
few places have been specially visited. 
This is the case with Cape May and 
Fairfield, in the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia; and we add with pleasure, 
the capital of the United States, and 
one or two villages adjacent. We 
hail the day of small things in the lat- 
ter district of country, and pray that 
the first fruits may be followed with 
an abundant harvest. 


Inthe city of New York, within the 
bounds of the Presbytery of New 
York, the cause of Christ has been 
gradually and steadily advancing. 
Constant accessions are made to the 
communion of the Church, as well 
from the higher, as the middling and 
lower classes of saciety. 

Those parts of our Church where 
the Spirit has been remarkably pour- 
ed out in past years, still display the 
fruits of such gracious visitations. 
Bhere are few apostasies; none of 
great moment. Believers are walk- 
ing inthe comforts of the Holy Ghost; 
and manifesting the works of right- 
eousness and peace in their daily de- 
portment. In many congregations 
they discover great solicitude for the 
conversion of sinners, they are troub- 
led in mind, and urged to fervent 
prayer, for the welfare of souls and 
the glory of Christ. The noble spirit 
which the Gospel produces, thus dis- 
covers itself in them; and we cannot 
buthope that HE, whohath given them 
this spirit, will gratify their desires. 

Many new congregations have been 
formed which promise fair to be nur- 
series of children for our God and his 
Christ. We notice with satisfaction, 
one establishment in Philadelphia, 
composed of people of color. May 
the example be followed in other 
places, that thus this neglected part 
of the human family, may have the 
means of grace administered to them 
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every where, in a manner both suitae 
ple to their situation, and to their in- 
tellectual improvement. 

The vacancies in our Churches 
have been more generally supplied, 
than we had a reasonable ground of 
expectation. The ministry are faith- 
fulin explaining and defending the 
truth as itis in Jesus, and in restor- 
ing decayed discipline. We have 
cause of thankfulness that in a day of 
rebuke like this, there is so much 
unanimity of sentiment and of con- 
duct, on points that are fundamental, 
among those who labor in holy things. 

The missionary exertions of this 
Assembly, have been owned and 
blessed, both on our frontiers, and 
among the Indians. 

From this general view, we descend 
to some more minute details of cir- 
cumstances, which we consider fa 
vorable, 

There appears an increasing atten- 
tion in most places tothe doctrines of 
the Gospel. People begin to be gener- 
ly convinced that it is important fer 
them to have correct principles, in or- 
der that they may lead correct lives. 
Especially do they who profess the 
hope of the Gospel, pay more of that 
attention to doctrines, which sound 
philosophy and the Scriptures de- 
mand, Andthe doctrines which they 
esteem and cherish, are those which 
our fathers in the old world embra- 
ced; in the faith of which they died, 
and which are contained in our stand- 
ards. They are denominated, ap- 
propriately, the Doctrines of Grace, 
and constitute both our glory and de- 
fence.. By them God is honored, and 
sinners are saved. Theyhave ever been 
opposed,and they ever will be opposed; 
by those who know not the truth, or 
who hold it in unrighteousness. But 
God has ever put the seal of his appro- 
bation onthem,making them effectual 
to the conversion of sinners. 

In close connexion with this in- 
creased regard thus paid to doctrines, 
we find there is an increased exer- 
tion for the promotion of pure and un- 
defiled religion, This will ever be 
the case. Among those who consid- 
er doctrines of little avail, the efforts 
used for advancing the interests of 
Christ’s kingdom are few and fee- 

le. ‘They may through the excite- 


ment of interest and passion, make a 
violent attempt; but their force is 
soon spent. On the contrary, they who 
judge doctrines to be essentially neces- 
sary, as a foundation for correct con- 
duct, are constrained to exert them- 
selves for the spread of those doc- 
trines. The understanding being 
convinced of their importance, enlists 
the conscience and the affections in 
their favor. This is particularly and 
emphatically the case with those, 
who have embraced evangelical 
principles. Among them we chiefly 
find important and permanent plans 
for the diffusion of truth and the glo- 
ry of God. We rejoice in the in- 
crease of Missionary, Tract, and Bi- 
ble Societies, within our bounds; and 
the more so, because there is somuch 
need of missionary exertions in differ- 
ent parts, and also of Bibles. From 
various quarters the request has been 
uttered, ‘Give us Bibles. The Bible 
Societies, no doubt, will promptly as 
they receive information, grant the 
request. It has pleased Ged to ex- 
cite pious women also to combine in 
associations for the purpose of aiding, 
by their voluntary contributions, one 
or other of the above institutions. 
Benevolence is always attractive; 
but when dressed in a female form, 
possesses peculiar charms. Hard 
indeed must that heart be, which can 
resist the example, or the solicitation 
ofa mother—-a wife—a sister, or a 
friend, when that example and solicit- 
ation are for the promotion of the pub- 
lic good. We hope the spirit which 
has animated the worthy women of 
whom we speak, will spread and an- 
imate other bosoms. 

Besides these societies we find 
that the friends of evangelical truth 
support by subscription in the city of 
New York, a stated preacher in the 
Hospital and Alms House. The is- 
sue of such an attempt, we trust, will 
giadden the hearts of those who have 
made it, and bring glory to God in 
the conversion and comfort of the 
poor and the sick. 

In the city of Philadelphia, the 
Evangelical Society, which has exist- 
ed for some time, are vigorously pros- 
ecuting their laudable plan, in dis- 
seminating the truth.’ Besides the 
regular societies which they have es- 
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tablished, they have directed their at- 
tention to the catechising of poor 
children. 

In the city of New- Brunswick, in 
New-Jersey, a Sabbath school has 
been established, in which a large 
number of poor children are gratuit- 
ously and carefully instructed in 
moral and religious truth. 

These institutions are pre-eminently 
characteristic of the religion of Jesus. 
He preaclied the Gospel to the poor, 
and has charged his followers not to 
forget them. We fail in our duty, as 
well as abridge our personal happi- 
ness, by neglecting to visit the fath- 
erless—to assist the indigent—-to al- 
leviate human sufferings, Property 
is given to us for others, as well as 
ourselves. Believers are stewards 
of the bounties of Providence, as well 
as of the grace of God. 

The Praying Societies which have 
heretofore been established, still con- 
tinue, and new ones have been form- 
ed, We congratulate the brethren 
on the prospect which this affords. 
Such institutions are nurseries of 
piety, directly calculated to keep 
alive in the hearts of believers, the 
flame of Divine love, and to awaken 
the attention of such as are afar off, 
We are not ashamed to acknowledge 
that they constitute one of the great 
blessings of our Church. So far are 
we from apprehending danger from 
them, that we do know and we de- 
clare without fear of contradiction, 
that they are good in themselves, and 
that they promote the best interests 
of those who attend them. 

Attention to the young and rising 
generation, has evidently increased 
during the past year. Baptized chil- 
dren are more generally objects of 
special care. Catechetical instruction 
is administered to them in most of 
our congregations, and, in some, 
measures are taking to introduce a 
system of discipline in regard to 
them, suitable to the relation they 
sustain to the Church, and to the 
duty which the Church owes tothem. 
We trust our brethren will go on in 
this good work. Much remains to 
be done. The children which the 
the Lord has committed to our care, 
ought not to be thrust into the world 
without defence. The mere elements 
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of religion are not sufficient for their 
use. They ought to be instructed in 
the higher doctrines of the Gospel, to 
be acquainted with the contents of 
Scripture, and furnished with the evi- 
dences which demonstrate the divinity 
ofthe Scriptures. Churches,as well as 
parents, have a solemn account to 
render to God, for the manner in 
which the children sealed with the 
seal of the covenant, have been treat- 
ed. They are reaping the fruits of 
their negligence, in the carelessness 
and profaneness of multitudes of their 
youth. These, though dedicated to 
God in baptism, have been suffered 
to wander at large with no suitable re- 
straint exercised over them. On whom 
then must the blame chiefly descend? 
We shudder at the truth. We hope, 
however, that the future will exhibit 
a different picture. Present exertions 
promise such an issue. We leave the 
subject with God, commending it to 
his blessing. 

In addition to these favorable cir- 
cumstances, we are happy to state 
that Infidelity appears to be declining; 
and that there are few errors prevalent, 
In a few sections, Socinianism and 
Universalism do exist, but gain little 
ground. 

We have thus far given youin detail 
the circumstances we deem favorable. 
We must now unfold to you some of 
an opposite character. 

With pain we have heard that in 
some parts of our Church the dispo- 
sition to support the Gospel ministry 
is becoming cold. We lament this 
appearance the more,because we learn 
that there is no backwardness to ad- 
vance money for objects, which,though 
laudable in themselves,are subordinate 
in importance to the preaching of the 
word. We trust that our people 
possess too much good sense, and too 
much respect for the God who made 
and redeemed them, to listen to the 
dreams of men who neither know 
what they say, nor whereof they affirm. 
These do not hesitate to libel an ordi- 
nance of the living God, to promote 
their selfish views, their degrading 
prejudices. God has said, whosoever 
serveth at the altar, shall live of the 
altar. But these sayno—the ministry 
must be kept in want that they may 
be kept humble. We fervently wish 
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that the men who thus act towards 
the ministry would, to be consistent, 
apply their reasonings to themselves. 
We do not hesitate to say, that the 
profession of religion which is con- 
nected with a disposition to abridge 
the means of supporting the Gospel}, 
is at best, suspicious. Men who do 
so, practically say, we love our bodies 
more than our souls; our temporal 
substance more than an eternal im. 
heritance. It is among the foulest 
blots on the Christian name, that in 
so many instances, the confession is 
made of the heart being opened to 
receive the truth in the love of it, 
whilst at the same time great reluc- 
tance is displayed in giving worldly 
substance, for the service of Him 
who alone changes the heart. One 
of the best evidences of the power of 
religion, is an increase of liberality in 
relation to all those objects, which 
regard the sal -xtton of souls and the 
prosperity of Zfon. We hope that 
they who have in this respect gone 
back, will without delay retrace their 
steps, and redeem their name from 
reproach or suspicion. 

We are ashamed, but constrained, 
to say that we have heard of the sin 
of drunkenness prevailing—prevailing 
to a great degree—prevailing even 
amongst some of the visible members 
of the household of faith. What are- 
fiection on the Christian character is 
this, that they who profess to be 
bought with a price, and thus re- 
deemed from iniquity, should debase 
themselves by the gratification of 
appetite to a level with the beasts 
which perish! 

Another unfavorable circumstance 
of which we have heard, is the preva. 
lence of Sabbath breaking. For this 
indeed our whole land doth mourn; 
for this we desire to be humbled be- 
fore God. The profanation of the 
Sabbath is as incompatible with mor- 
ality as with religion. It leads di- 
rectly to consequences of the most 
fatal and ruinous kind. We rejoice that 
itis a crime wiih which but few pro- 
iessing believers are directly charge- 
able: but they are indirectly, by qui- 
etly suflerine’ others to commit it, 
whhout endeavoring to prevent it, or 
to bring the offenders to punishment. 

You. IV. New Series. 


We hope that associations for the sup- 
pression of vice and the promotion of 
morals will be generally established, 
so as to arrest the wicked, and sup- 
port faithful magistrates in enforcing 
the laws. 

From our sister Churches, the ac- 
counts we have received are similar 
in their general tenor, to those we 
have given in detail of our own 
Church. 

In Connecticut nothing of singular 
importance has occurred during the 
past year. But few of the Churches 
have been favored with times of spe- 
cial refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord. They, who have in former 
years, been made to bow to the scep- 
tre of mercy, seem still to walk wor- 
thy of their vocation. The ministry 
display the pleasing spectacle of a band 
of brethren with one heart and one 
mind engaged inthis arduous work. 

Vermont has been favored with re- 
vivals in many of her towns. Several 
hundreds have been added to the 


Church, and stull the rain of 


righteousness is descending. May 
it continue to déscend, till the vallies 
and mountains shall respond to each 
other, the high praises of our God. 
Infidelity is not so audacious, nor im- 
morality so prevalent, as formerly. 
Ministers are continually settling in 
places, where the messages of mercy 
have never before been delivered. 

In the upper part of New Hamp- 
shire, there have been more revivals 
than usual, In Newport not less 
than 200 have been Lopefully con- 
verted. Romney, Croydon, Hebron, 
and Groton have also been visited. 
In the lower partthere has been no 
general revival, Faithful ministers 
are however increasing: efiorts are 
making to introduce praying societies 
in many congregations. A concert of 
prayer between ministers, held once 
in two or three weeks, has been es- 
tablished. Appearances thus are fa- 
vorable. We noted one circumstance 
in the accounts from this State, with 
great interest; a school of small chil- 
dren awakened to a sense of their site 
uation, and eight or ten of them made 
hopeful converts through the means 
of religious instruction, 

Massachusetts at present exhibits 
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ascene worthy of the sons of pil- 
grims who left their country for the 
sake of religion, and settled in a howl- 
ing waste. The line of distinction 
between the sound and the unsound, 
those who adhere to the doctrines of 
the reformation, and those who do not, 
is more clearly marked than hereto. 
fore, Ministers and Churches are 
more than usually awake to the in- 
terests of Zion; the friends of evan- 
gelical doctrines are uniting their in- 
fluence; and the cause of truth and of 
sound religion is advancing. Very 
recently, pleasing revivals hzeve been 
witnessed in the counties of Worces 

ter, Essex, and Middlesex, issuing in 
large additions to the Churches; and 
in other parts of the State the fruits 
of less recent revivals are still exten- 
sively visible. Many Societies have 
been instituted for promoting the 
diffusion of evangelical Knowledge; 
and to give extensive end lasting elf- 
fects uncommon liberality and ac- 
tivity are displayed. 

On the whole, in New England at 
large, increzsed exertions appear to 
be making for the advancement of the 
Redeemer’s cause, and many indica- 
tions are presented which should fill 
the hearts of all the friends of Zion 
with joy. 

We conclude with exhorting all 
eur people to be watchful—guarding 
their hearts—resisting temptations— 
living by faith, and trusting with un- 
shaken confidence in God = Thus far 
through the good hand of our God 
upon us we are sustained; and 
we cheerfully commit ourselves and 
all our Church to Him who is able to 
to keep us from falling—-to whom be 
glory forever. AMEN, 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MAS- 
SACHUSETTS MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


Tue twelfth annual meeting of the 
Massachusetts Missionary Society 
was held in Boston, onthe 28th and 
29th days of May last, The meeting was 
attended by a respectable number of 
ministers, and other members of the 
Society. The exercises were intro- 
duced by singing the 72d Psalm, L.M- 


The throne of Divine mercy was then 
addressed in solemn prayer by the 
President; after which, the follow- 
ing report of the Trustees was read 
by the Secretary.* 


Tue Board of Trustees, agreeably to 
their duty as enjoined by the Consti- 
tution, respectfully submit to the So- 
ciety the following report of their own 
transactions, and of the General Mis« 
sionary concerns, for the year which 
now closes. 

At the commencement of the year 
SiX missionaries were appointed by 
the board; the Rev, John Sawyer, for 
eight months, in such parts of the 
District of Maine, as in his judgment 
should promise the most extensive 
usefulness; the Rev. Jotham Sewall, 
for six months, in the same District, 
the fiela of his labors to be left at his 
own discretion; Mr, Samuel Parker, 
for six months, in the western parts 
otf New York; the Rev. Samuel Niles, 


for three months, in the State of 


Rhode Island; Mr. Harris for three 
months, in the circuit of the Winnipis- 
iogee pond, in the state of NewHamp- 
shire; and the Rev. John Lawton, for 
three months, in the state of Vermont. 
Two hundred dcilars were appropri- 
ated towards the support of a mission, 
among the Wyandot tribe of Indians. 

Not having received journals in de- 
tail from all our missionaries, it is 
found impracticable to make a report 
so complete as could be wished. But 
from 2 communication of the Rev. M/r. 
Suwyer we learn, that in fulfilling his 
appointment, he labored the greater 
portion of his time in the northern 
settlements between Kennebeck and 
Penobscot rivers; particularly in the 
towns of Lincolnton or Garland, and 
Elkinston, where existing circumstan- 
ces required, in his opinion, special 
attention, and peculiar exertion. 
‘*From the fifteenth of June last, to 
the twentieth of May instant,” he ub- 
serves, **I have been in the service of 
the M, M. Society 27 weeks and two 
days; during which time I have ad- 
ministered the sacramentof the Lord’s 
supper, and assisted in its administra- 


* The report, as now published, is 
somewhat more ample than the repor® 
read before the Society. 
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tion, 5 times, twice to the church in 
Bangor and vicinity, and three times 
in Garland. Ihave admitted 4 per- 
sons into the church in Garland and 
Elkinston, baptized one adult and 
twenty five children; attended six fu- 
nerals; preached on the Lord’s days, 
and upon all other occasions as oppor- 
tunities offered; attended conferences 
and church meetings as circumstance 
es seemed to require, and distmbuted 
about 50 Bibles; some of Dr. Watts’ 
Psalms and Hymns; some Primers, 
Magazines, }'racts, &c.” 

The abstract of the Rev. Mr Sew- 
all’s journal is as follows. ‘‘I have 
spent 30 weeks in the service of the 
M. M. Society. In which time I rode 
nearly 2000 miles; preached 256 ser- 
mons; visited 236 families; visited 13 
schoo!s; held 17 conferences, two of 
which were church meetings for at- 
tending to the subject of discipline; 
aitended 5 prayer meetings, 2 wed- 
dings, 2 funerals, one association, one 
consociation, and the annual meeting 
ofthe Maine Missionary Society. I 
also attended 2 church fasts, the an- 
nual state fast, one private fast, and 
2councils; administered the Lord’s 
supper 15 times; admitted 5 persons 
to church fellowship; baptised 4 a- 
dults, and 73 children. 1 visited a- 
bout 45 destitute towns and plania- 
tions in the counties of Oxtord, So- 
merset, Kennebeck, Lincoln and Han- 
cock; was generally well received, 
and attentively heard. 

‘Although the different sects of 
Christians prevail in some plaees; in 
others, things have a more favorable 
uppearance with respect to the cause 
of truth. Destitute churches, by the 
blessing of God on the muiistrations 
oitered them, appear to lie in a more 
prosperous situation than in times 
past. Although I have witnessed no 
very special attention to religion a- 
meng them in general, and was ready 
several times before I closed my mis- 
sion, to conclude that I should have 

ccasion to complain, ‘*Who hath be- 
lieved my report, and to whom has 
the arm of the Lord been revealed!” 
Yet with abundant joy, and the praise 
of sovereign grace, 1 can now say, 
that there is reason to believe God 
was pleased to bless my visit to Wal- 
Geberough in March last, te the con- 


version of several souls. The last 
meeting which I held there, exhibited 
one of the most solemn and affecting 
scenes Iever w'tnessed. It proved 
the bey nning of a reformation. The 
last accounts which I have received, 
state, that 16 persons in that place 
have obtained a hope that they have 
passed from death unto life; and that 
others are under concern of mind 
about the awful realities of eternity.” 

From Mr. Samuel Purker, we have 
received the following communica- 
tions: “During the 27 weeks of my 
missionary labors, for the M, M. Soci- 
ety, Lhave ridden 2412 miles; preach- 
ed 134 times, attended ten conferen- 
ces, and visited several schools. I 
have also visited families for the pur- 
pose of communicating religious in- 
struction. I have been kindly re- 
ceived wherever I have been, almost 
without exception; and generally have 


had full and attentive assemblies.» 


Many have expressed gratitude for 
the benevolent attention of the Socie- 
ty in sending the Gospel among them, 
and expressed a desire for its contine 
uance. 

The missionary field is very exten. 
sive; but the laborers are very few. 
Though the enemies of the cross are 
numerous, and the adversary of souls 
appears to be engaged as if his time 
were but short; yet many things, 
which have an influence on the cause 
ot religion, appearencouraging, Re- 
lizion is more attended to, the minis- 
ters of Christ are more respected, and 
instead ef curious speculations, the 
inquiry among the people, principally 
respects the nature of vital religion. 
Missionaries have done much in the 
regions which Ihave visited towards 
promoting the settlement of ministers. 
Where Congregationalists, Presbyte- 
yians, Covenanters, Seceders, &c. 
meet in a new settlement, they con- 
sider themselves as so widely apart 


in religious opinions as to think it im- | 


practicable to unite in the settlement 
of a minister; yet they readiiy unite 
in hearing such missionaries as are 
sent to labor amongthem. ‘This cir- 
cumstance affords a favorable prospect 
of their uniting hereafter, in the es- 
tablishment of the Gospel ministry. 
Although I have not so many things 
of an encouraging nature to commu. 
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nicate as might be wished; yet, if a 
kind reception from the people whom 
Ihave visited, more applications to 
preach than I have been able to com- 
ply with, and the hopeful conversion 
of some, be encouraging, you can 
have, gentlemen, no gr ound — for 
discouragement in the great and good 
work in which you are engaged.” 

As no communication has been made 
by Ar. Hurris, the Trustees are not 
able to state, whether he has perform- 
ed his mission agreeably to his ap- 
pointment. 

From the Rev. AMr. Lawton’s ac- 
count of his missionary tour and la- 
bors, we make the following commu- 
cation: “I have performed missiona- 
ry service, for three months, agreeably 
tomy appointment. In this service I 
have visited 14 towns; two more 
than I visited the last year; which 
are Chester and Somerset. I find 

eby my daily journal that I have preach - 
ed 58 sermons; attended three funer- 
als and 7 church conferences; visited 
2 schools and catechised children on 
other occasions. I have administer- 
ed the ordinance of the Lord’s sup- 
per 3 times; baptised 19 children and 
4 adults, and received 14 persons to 
communion. I have visited the sick 
as occasions offered, and families from 
house to house, as strength and time 
would permit. These visits I have 
considered as the most profitable part 
of my services; since familiar and se- 
rious inquiry, diligent instruction, 
affectionate exhortation and prayer in 
family circles, have apparently ar- 
rested more serious attention than 
public discourses. 
‘The state of the missionary field in 
which I have labored is much the 
same as it was the last year, in rela- 
tion to the call for missionary assist- 
ance. And Iam happy in being able 
to state, that there appears to ‘be so 
much fruit of my labors, as to encour 
age the hope, that by perseverance, 
much more will be received. Al- 
though ofthe towns w hich J have visit- 
ed Scannot say somuchas Icould wish, 
with respect to the success of my la- 
bors; yet in some of them the aspect of 
religion is favorable and encouraging; 
particularly in Acton and Peru, In 
ihe former town a desirable revival of 
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religion took place the winter past, 
when about ten persons gave hopeful 
evidence of being born of the Spirit; 
and a considerable number more were 
impressed with a sense of their dan- 
gerous condition. Religion in this 
piace, a short time since, was almost 
entirely neglected: but the people 
now, when destitute of preaching, 
meet on the Sabbath to read sermons, 
unite in- prayer, &c. and anumber, 
who have not made a profession of 
religion have set up the worship of 
God in their families. In Peru, 
where, lately, a religious character 
was scarcely to be found, a church is 
now formed, respectable in number, 
and sound in the faith; and the peo- 
ple in general are well united in Con- 
gregational principles. They attri- 
bute their meliorated condition and 
encouraging prospects, chicfly to the 
instrumentality of missionary labors 
among them. 

‘*f am almost every where cordially 
received, and a good degree of atten- 
tion is paid to my ministrations.” 

The Rev. Mr. Niles was prevented, 
by an afflictive providence among his 
people, from executing his mission, 
excepting that he spent about a week 
in missionary labors, In this time 
he preached 6 sermons, and visited 
22 families. 

At the semiannual meeting of the 
board of Trustees, Mr Hubbard was 
appointed to perform a mission of 
three months in connexion with Mr. 
Samuel Parker in the state of New 
York: but Mr. Hubbard’s engage. 
ments were such that he could not 
comply with this appointment. 

On the whole, beloved brethren, it 
is believed that the missionary inter- 
est under the patronage of this Soci- 
ety, and at large, is in as promising 
a state as it has been at any preceding 
period. We see no cause of dis- 
couragement. We are _— sacredly 
bound to persevere in the great and 
good work, in which we have engag- 
ed, and to unite with the multitude 
of the faithful followers of the Lamb 
in unremitting exertions to spread 
the savor of his name through the 
earth. Let us be alive. Let us be 
resolved. Let us add to, rather than 
diminish from, our exertions and sac- 
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rifices and be more importunate at 
the throne of grace for a blessing up- 
en them. 
~The Society having heard and ac- 
cepted the report of the Trustees, 
proceeded in the business of the meet- 
ing. 

rhe Officers of the Society, elected 
for the present year, are 
Rev. Nathanael Emmons, D.D. Pres. 
Rev. Jacob Norton, Secretary. 
Henry Gra, Esq, Treasurer. 
The President ex officio. > 
Rev. Daniel Hopkins, D.D. 
Rev. Samuel Niles, 
Rev. Samuel Spring, D.D. 
Rev. Samuel Austin, D.D. 
Rev. Elijah Parish, D.D. 
Rev. Jonathan Strong, 
Rev. Jacob Norton, 
Rev. samuel Worcester, 
Deacon Isaac Warren, 
Rev. Timothy Dickinson. J 

The public religious exercises, oc- 
casioned by the meeting, were attend- 
ed in the Old South meeting house, 
where an appropriate and interesting 
Sermon was delivered by the Rev. 
Timothy Dickinson of Holliston, and 
a, :beral contribution, in aid of the 
benevolent object of the Society, was 
made. The first preacher, for the 
next annual meeting is Rev.Professor 
Woods, the second, Rev. Joseph Em- 
erson of Beverly. The following mis- 
sionaries were appointed by the board 
of Trustees.—Rev. Jotham Sewall, for 
the year, to labor nine months in the 
District of Maine, and three months 
in the State of Rhode Island; Rev. 
Joseph Badger, for six months, in the 
region of Lake Erie, to labor half that 
time; Rev. Caleb Burge, for six 
months, in the District of Maine; Rev. 
Urbane Hitchcock, for four months, 
inthe north part of Vermont, on the 
west side of the Mountain, at his dis- 
cretion; Rev. John Lawton, for three 
months, in the State of Vermont, on 
the east side of the Mountain; Rev. 
John Sawyer, for three months, in 
ihe District of Maine, in the towns of 
Garland and Elkinston, and in other 
Dlaces at his discretion; Mr. Samuel 
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Trustees. 





Parker, for six months, at the head’ 


waters of the Susquehannah and the 
Genesee: and Rev. Jacob Burbank, 
fur four months, on the western sidé 
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of Lake Champlain, at his discretion. 

Henry Gray, Esq. of Boston, Treas. 
urer of the Society, will receive taxes 
and donations to the Society; Mr. 
Samuel Tenny was appointed a re- 
ceiver, in Newburyport; Rev Brown 
Emerson, in the town of Salem and 
its vicinity, and Jeremiah Evar "ts, Esq. 
in the town of Boston and its vicinity. 





SOCIETY FOR PROPAGATING THE 
GOSPEL. 


Tue officers of the Society for pro- 
pagating the Gospel among the In- 
dians and others in North America, 
chosen at the late annual meeting, are 
William Phillips, Esq. President. 
Rev. John Lathrop, D.D. V. Pres. 
Rey. Abiel Holmes, D.D. Secretary. 
Rev. Wm. E. Channing, dss. Sec. 

Mr. Sam. H. Walley, Treasurer. 

Rev. John Eliot, D.D. YW. Treas. 

Mr, Samuel Salisbury, > 
Hon. Dudley A. Tyng, 

Hon. John Davis, 

Rey. Jed. Morse, D-D. and 
Rev- John Eliot, D.D. ¢ 


Select 
Gonimittee, 








SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRIS- 
TIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


The officers of the Massachusetts 
Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, chosen at the late annual 
meeting, are 
Rey. Eliph. Pearson, LL.D. Pres. 
Rev. Ti os. Prentiss, D.D. V. Pres. 
Rev. Abiel Holmes, D.D. Cleré, 
Rev. Jed. Morse, D.D. Secretary, 
Caleb Gannett, Esq. Treas. 

Rev. Wm. Greenough, Librarian, 

Rev. Joshua Bates, 

Mr. Saml. H, Walley, and 

Mr. Josiah Salisbury, 
with the other officers, 


- 
Directors 


HOLBORN SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


It is peculiarly pleasing to see tharity 
dispensed by children, especially by | 
poor children who devote their little 

earnings to this purpose, 


The follows 
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ing letter from the secretary of the 

Holborn Sunday School, (Eng.] is a 

striking instance. 

March 5, 1810. 

‘*IncLosep I send you acheck, value 
21/. 10s. [about $95,]being the amount 
of voluntary contributions of the teach- 
ers and children of the Holborn Sun- 
day school for the year ending Febru- 
ary, 1810, which you will have the 
goodness to pay in, for the use of the 
British and Foreign Bible Soviety. 


With regard to the mode of collect. | 


ing, it is continued as stated formerly. 
Each teacher contributes one penny 
per week, and those children, who 
wish it, give one half- penny per week, 
and we have the gratification to see 
several of the old scholars, who have 
been honorably dismissed the school, 
cheerfully petitionnmg to add their 
little mite weekly, to the common 
stock. May the Divine Author of the 
Bible continue to succeed the efforts 
of your truly honorable society, till 
all the inhabitants of the globe shall 
possess the precious word of God, 
and by the influence of the Holy Spirit, 
savingly understand it!” 





Exiract of a letter from the Rev. Sfohn 
Hi. Rice, sent as a missionary to the 
blacks in Charlotte County, Virginia, 
by the General Assembly of the Pres. 
byterian Church. This letter is ad- 
dressed to the chairmun of the stand- 
ing committee of missions, and dated 
May 1, 1811. 


*Dear Sir, 

Until very lately I expected to 
deliver this report to you in person, 
instead of sending it to you by post. 
But it has seemed good to Providence 
to disappoint this expectation. Could 
I have foreseen what has happened, 
the report should have been sent for- 
ward at a more early period. 

During the year past I have en- 
deavored, according to my abilities, 
to axecute the trust reposed in me. 
One fourth of my time has been giv- 
en to my black congregation. Lec- 
turing on select passages of Scrip- 
ture seems to be a mode of instruc- 
tion, better calculated for people in 
that state of no-improvementiv whic 


the blacks are, than preaching. I 
have accordingly adopted that mode, 
not, however, to the dereliction of the 
other: and 1 hope that it has not been 
without advantage to the people. The 
conduct of the blacks, during the 
last year, has been regular and order- 
ly, submissive to discipline, and 
in mary respects worthy of high 
commendation. In a word, my la- 
bors among them have afforded me 
more satisfaction, than during any 
similar period of my missionary ser- 
vice. It has been the pleasure of 
Heaven to remove one of this people 
from the world. She died the death 
of the righteous, and her last end was 
peace; it was more: she died in all 
the triumph of Christian joy. Not 
long after her death, a son of her’s 
died also: there was something a 
little remarkable in this boy. He 
was about sixteen years of age. Four 
or five years ago, when he could not 
have been older than eleven, he ap- 
plied for admission to the communion 
of the Lord’s Supper. He was so 
young, and had so little knowiedge, 
that he was advised to wait until he 
should be better instructed. His 
conduct ever after that period was 
remarkably grave and scrious. His 
obedient and humbie disposition was 
noticed by all who Knew him. He 
however was not satisfied of the pro- 
pricty of making a second application 
for the privilege of communion, be- 
fore he was taken with a malignant 
fever which proved mortal. His ex- 
ercises, during the greater part of 
his sick: ness, were in a high degree 
comfortable,and at ihe last his joy was 
too big for utterance: his conversa- 
tion produced a very considerable ef- 
fect on the by-standers. He stated 
that he had from his earliest youth 
determined to “‘serve the Lord,” and 
he had then no doubt but that heshould 
be happy hereafter. He earnestly 
exhorted all to engage in religion im- 
mediately; and warned them that 
they must die young. He told them 
of the happiness of religion, and at- 
tempted to exhibit tothem the love 
of the blessed Savior. I think there 
is reason to hope thathe is now, in 
better strains than are heard upon 
earth, singing the praises of Him whe 
loved us, and gave himself for uz.” 
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1811. 


ORDINATIONS. 
OrpDAINED, on the 22nd ult. at Mar- 
blehead, the Rev. Joun BarTLerr, 
pastor of the second Congregational 
Church in that town. Sermon by the 
Rev. Dr. Holmes. 


Ordinations....Literary Intelligence: 


a? 


On the same day, at Windham, 
(Conn.) the Rev. Jesse FisHeER, pas- 
tor of the second Congregational 
Church in that town. Sermon by 
- Dr. Lathrop of West Spring- 
field, 


en” 
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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 


NEW WORKS. 

A Contrast between Calvinism and 
Hopkiasianism. By Ezra Stiles Ely, 
A.M. stated preacher to the Hospital 
and Almshouse in the city of New 
York. S, Whiting & Co. 1811. 

A Sermon preached in Boston at 
the annual Convention of the Congre- 
rational ministers of Massachusetts, 
May 30th, 1811. By Reuben Pufter, 
D.D. Pastor of the church in Berlin, 
Boston; John Eliot, jun. 

A Sermon delivered in Hadley, 
March 12, 1811, at the interment 
of the Rev. Samuel Hopkins, DD. 
senior pastor of the church in said 
town; who departed this life on the 
Sth of the same month, in the 82nd 
year of his age, and the 57th of his 
ministry, By Rev. Joseph Lyman, 
D.D., pastor ofthe church in Hatfield. 
Published by request. Northampton, 
Wm. Butler. 

A Missionary sermon, delivered at 
Hartford on the evening of May 14, 
i8il. By William Lyman, D.D., of 
East Haddam. Hartford; Peter B. 
Gleason & Co. 

Missionary Intelligence; being a 
part of the Report of the Standing 
Committee of Missions to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America; for 
1811, Philadelphia; T. & W. Brad- 
ford. Svo. pp- 52. 

God a Rewarder: a Sermon deliv- 
ered at the Tabernacle in Salem, 
Lord’s Day, Jan. 27,1811. By Sam- 
uel Worcester, A. M. Salem: C, 
Cushing. 

A Sermon, preached April 21, 1811, 
for the benefit of a society of ladies, 
anstituted for the relief of poor 
widows with small children. By 


Gardiner Spring, A.M. pastor of the 
Brick Presbyterian Church in the city 
of New York, 


Pablished at the re. 


quest of the Society. S. Whiting & 
Co. New York. 

A Sermon delivered the 3rd of 
April, 1811, at the Dedication of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, Charles- 
ton, (S.C.) By Andrew Flinn, A.M. 
Pastor of said church. Charleston, 
(S.C.) J. Hoff. 


—— 


NEW EDITIONS. 


A Confession of Faith, owned and 
consented to, by the Elders and Mes- 
sengers of the churches in the colony 
of Connecticut, in New England, 
assembled by delegation at Saybrook, 
September 9th, 1708. Bridgport; 
Lockwood & Backus. 1810. 

The charge of sedition and faction 
against good men, especially faithful 
ministers, considered and accounted 
for: a Sermon, by John Witherspoon, 
D_D. late President of Princeton Col- 
lege, New Jersey. Boston: Lincolm 
& Edmands. 1811. 

Olney Hymns, in three books. By 
Rev. John Newton. New York; Wil- 
liams & Whiting. 1810. J2mo. pp.400. 

Memcirs of the life and character 
of the late Rev. Cornelius Winter; 
compiled and composed by William 
Jay. @First American Edition. New 
York; Samuel Whiting & Co, 1811. 
12mo. pp- 371. 

Mistakes in religion exposed: an 
Essay on the Prophecy of Zacharias. 
By the late Rev, H. Venn, M.A. au. 
thor of the Complete Duty of Man. 
New York; Williams & Whiting. 
1810. Izmo. 266. 

The Curse of Kehama: a poem in 
two volumes. By Rebecrt Southey., 
New York; David Longworth. 1811. 
18mo. ; 

Anne of Britanny; an Historicad. 
Romance. Three volumes in one 
New York; Butler und White. 1892. 





48 Obituary....20 Readers and Correspondents. 


WORK PROPOSED. 


Samuel T. Armstrong proposes to 
publish by subscription, Sermons to 


Mariners, by the Rev, Abiel Abbott, 
A.M. Pastor of the First Church in 
Beverly; in neat 12mo, on fine paper 
and new type, at one dollar. 
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OBITUARY. 


Diep, lately, at Colchester, (Conn) 
Mr. NATHANIEL Foor, aged 100; 
having been a member of the church 
70 years, and leaving 178 descendants. 

In Missisippi Yerritory, Lieut. J. 
Srewarrt, of the 6thregiment, mur- 
dered in a duel. 

At Augusta, (Geo.) Mr. Cuartes 


Grecory, merchant. He was one of 


Paine’s disciples, and held, that when 
tired of the world he had a right to 
destroy his own life. Ina melancholy 
mood, according to threats previously 
made, he loaded a gun and discharged 
its contents against his forehead. 

At Brimfield, (Mass.) Gen, W1L- 
LIAM Eaton, celebrated on account 
of his exploits at Derne, in Africa. 
He was graduated at Dartmouth Col- 
lege in 1790; and for several years 
was U.S. consul at Tunis. 


In Kentucky, the Hon. Grorcr 
Murek, the late Chief Justice of that 
state. 

In England, Richarp CuMBER- 
LANv, Esq. in his 85th year. He 
has been justly styled a veteran in lit- 
erature, as he devoted himself to 
writing for publication from an early 
period of lite. He is principally 
known in this country by his Calvary, 
and Memoirs of himself. 

In Maryland, the Hon. SAMUEL 
Cuase, Associate Judge of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. 

At Hingham on the 20th inst. the 
Rev. Perez Linco.y, pastor of the 
First Church in Gloucester, (Mass-) 
He died while on a visit for the bene- 
fit of his health, aged 34. 


Be . ~ a 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


An account of a Revival of Religion in East Guilford, (Conn.) communica- 
ted by the Rev. Jonn EvLiort, ‘minister of that place, will appear in our 
ne xt. 

We do not think that Inenavus chose a good plan for the discussion of his 
subject. His communication cannot, therefore, be admitted. 

Two or three other cominunications on hand will he noticed hereafter. 

We apologize to our subscribers for the delay which has taken place in 
the circulation of our past numbers. While we do ‘his, however, we are 
bound in justice to state, that this delay is not whol! attributable to the 
publishers. The mode of transportation by stage, or waggon, is subject to 
embarrassment; and those who engage tocall or send for their numbers are 
frequently remiss themselves. The present publisher intends to have the 
numbers done up in bundles, and delivered to the order of subscribers, on or 
before the day specified; so that it shall not be his fault if subscriber’ *¥e not 
punctually furnished with the work. Our readers have often supposed the 
delay in issuing the Panoplist to be much greater than it has been, from 
not attending to the fact, that our numbers are not professedly published till 
the last day of the month of which they bear date, whereas several other 
Magazines are issued on the first day of the month. 

Extracts from the journal of the Rev. THappgEevus Oscoew came too late 
for this number. 

The pecuniary accounts of the Massachusetts Missionary Society will be 
published in our next. 








